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Dear Friends,
Welcome to a very special issue of Maryville Magazine.
 U.S. News & World Report recently ranked Maryville the Number One over-performing 
university in the nation. That achievement is a product of the outstanding work of our 
faculty, staff and alumni over many years and confirms what all of us already knew. 
Maryville is a special community AND a great University. In addition, Kiplinger’s rated us a 
best value university, Forbes ranks us among the top 20 percent of American colleges and 
universities, and the St. Louis regional Chamber and Growth Association rates us one of the 
50 business who make difference in the region. The national, regional and local juries are in: 
Maryville is now recognized for its consistent excellence.
 This expanded issue celebrates many examples of that excellence among our faculty, 
academic and community programs, student athletes and alumni. 
 You will learn about our outstanding faculty on the cutting edge in social media, 
community engagement, scholarship, science and civic engagement. You will see our alumni 
who have achieved great success in politics, athletics and business. You will see how our 
athletics teams are taking the Great Lakes Valley Conference by storm and setting new 
standards of excellence. You will learn about Maryville’s first national champion wrestler,  
Matt Baker.  
 And you will be amazed by the breadth and scope of our students as they strive for 
knowledge and understanding as they positively affect the Maryville community and beyond.
 There is a deep and infectious energy here at Maryville, as all of the many wonderful 
programs and activities receive greater local, regional and national 
coverage. It is a banner year for the Maryville community. 
 As we celebrate this year of success we look forward to a decade of 
future growth, expanded opportunities for students, enhanced facilities 
and an abiding commitment to excellence. As always we are mindful of 
those who have sustained this great University with their love, support 
and gifts and we honor all that you have done and will do. We truly 
appreciate your time, service and support. 

With Best Wishes,

Letter from the
President MARK LOMBARDI, PhD
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“I ThOUGhT YOU MIGhT Be INTeReSTeD 

IN A STORY/PICTURe FOR The ALUMNI 
magazine, or some other appropriate 
location. My daughter graduated in 
December 2011 from Maryville (after  
3.5 years) with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Strategic Communication. She now 

works for the St. Louis 
Cardinals as a Special 
events Coordinator.  
I also graduated  
from Maryville with  
an MBA degree  
in 1999. At my 
commencement in 
1999 a newspaper 
reporter was there 
and happened to 
capture a picture 
of Whitney (at  
age 9) in my 
gown after the 
ceremony. I 
thought it 
would make a 
cute story to 
have her 

current graduation picture (13 years 
later) alongside the one from 1999.” 

Rhonda Matt 
MBA Class of 1999
St. Louis, Missouri 

[YourLetters]

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Maryville Magazine welcomes your 

letters, which may be used for 

publication unless the author states 

the letter is not to be published. 

Letters may be edited for style, 

length and/or clarity. Please send your 

compliments, criticism or comments 

to magazine@maryville.edu or 

Editor, Maryville Magazine
650 Maryville University Drive 
St. Louis, Missouri 63141

Want More 
MARYVILLE NEWS?

Sign up for Maryville’s monthly 
e-newsletter, The Clocktower!
• Upcoming events
• University accomplishments
• New programs
• Alumni profiles
• Photo galleries
• and much more

Subscribe now!
alumni@maryville.edu  314.529.9340

SeRGeANT MAJOR JOe CARReTeRO, 

FATheR OF eRIk CARReTeRO, ‘11, PROUDLY 

displays the Maryville Men’s Soccer flag 
last November on a mountaintop while 
serving in Afghanistan. As a result of his 
father’s service, Erik was eligible for 
tuition assistance as a student through 
the Yellow Ribbon Program. The crest 
featured on the flag was created last  
fall to build solidarity among the team 
and extended family of soccer alumni. 
The crest features the “M” from the 
program’s first jersey and a Latin phrase 
that translates: “Nothing without work.” 
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MARYVILLe UNIVeRSITY STUDeNTS 

TeAMeD UP WITh The NATIONAL BLUeS 
Museum to create a blues music mural 
in the windows of the Laurel Building, 
future site of the museum in  
downtown St. Louis.
 Maryville students with the support 
of artist Phil Jarvis painted their own 
designs onto the building’s massive 
windows that line Washington Avenue 
between 6th and 7th Streets. Behind the 
glass, the installation also includes 
three-dimensional features related to 
blues music and entertainment that will 
be illuminated after dark. They worked 
on their project in April and May. It will 
be on display along the ground floor 
windows for about a year. 

 Maryville University students have 
participated in service projects before, 
but this one represents a new kind of 
experience for the Art & Design 
programs, said Caren Schlossberg-
Wood, associate instructor in Maryville 
University’s College of Arts and 
Sciences. The proposed downtown 
National Blues Museum will feature a 
collection of technology and artifact-
driven exhibits that celebrate the blues 
as the root of American music. 
 “The National Blues Museum wanted 
to use art to activate that space, to let 
people know as they were walking by 
that work was going on related to the 
blues museum,” Schlossberg-Wood said. 
“Our students were a great fit for this 

project, and they have come up with 
some very exciting designs.”  

Painting the Blues in Downtown St. Louis

PAINTING THE BLUES: Rachael Havey, ‘12, of Waterloo, Ill., paints lettering on the outside of the future home of the National Blues Museum in downtown St. Louis.

[IntheLoop]
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PUBLIC SERVICE: Students Steph Sabo (left) and Andy 
Miller work on a painted design. 
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Learning Chemistry with
Bubbles, Baubles and Beakers
MARYVILLe UNIVeRSITY eDUCATORS ARe DeVeLOPING NeW 

APPROACheS FOR TeAChING CheMISTRY IN hIGh SChOOLS 

thanks to a $100,000 grant from the Monsanto Fund, the 
philanthropic arm of the Monsanto Co.
 The program, “Bubbles, Baubles and Beakers: engaging 
High School Students in Scientific Inquiry through the 
Chemistry of Personal Products, Jewelry and Photography,” 
begins with common items young adults use to spark interest 
in chemistry laboratory assignments.
 Maryville University Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
Jennifer Yukna, PhD, is developing new high school chemistry 
lab curricula that model the scientific process through inquiry-
based learning methods. “In real science, you come up with a 
question, and you take steps to answer it,” Yukna said. She 
anticipates creating one lab where students will develop 
photographs using chemicals and another lab where student 
could make perfume or cologne. Additional labs will help 
students master other skill sets.
 Once the experiments are developed, professors will test the 
new labs through a new general education science course on 
campus. Maryville will distribute materials through a summer 

institute for 20 high school teachers from three school districts— 
St. Louis, Parkway and Ritenour—next summer, and a website 
will offer teachers free access to the lab experiments.  

LAB TEST: Sophomore Zach Hemann and Assistant Professor of Chemistry Jennifer  
Yukna, PhD, demonstrate one of Yukna’s experiments in the lab.

Margaret Amidei Galbraith, ’59, and her 
husband, Michael, have made a generous 
gift to Maryville University to establish an 
endowed scholarship for a student in the 
School of Education, preferably a student 
who is the first person in a family to 
attend college. The first Margaret Amidei 
Galbraith Scholarship, providing about 
one-fifth of the cost of tuition, will be 
awarded in Fall 2013. 
 “The School of Education greatly 
appreciates the generosity of the 
Galbraiths in establishing this important 
scholarship,” Maryville School of 
Education Dean Sam Hausfather, PhD, 
said. “At a time when college costs 
are difficult for many families, this 
commitment will go far in assisting our 
students as they receive top quality 
preparation as teachers. The Margaret 
Amidei Galbraith Scholarship fund will 
benefit those most appreciative of 

education and provide students  
with the foundation to give back to  
their communities.”  
 Both Margaret and her older sister, 
Barbara Amidei Drozda, ’56, attended 
Maryville thanks to scholarships and 
assistantships provided by the Religious 
of the Sacred Heart. 
 “For my assistantship, I worked in 
the Registrar’s Office, washed dishes 
after dinner, drove the nuns in their 
station wagon,” Margaret Galbraith 
explained, adding that she appreciated 
the opportunities provided by the Sacred 
Heart to help fund her education. 
 Margaret Galbraith said her parents 
had to stop their own formal educations 
while in elementary school, and it was  
very important to them that their 
daughters receive a college education. 
She said her parents worked hard to 
make that a reality, even though she’s 

sure her father got some grief for 
his commitment to encouraging his 
daughters to earn college degrees.
 Margaret and Michael Galbraith 
created the new scholarship fund  
to assist others who want a  
Maryville education. 
 “We knew there was someone else 
out there who could use the help,” she 
said. Margaret Galbraith studied early 
childhood education while at Maryville, 
then taught for eight years in private and 
public schools in Illinois.
 The Galbraiths currently reside in West 
Lebanon, New Hampshire. Galbraith 
notes Maryville connections reach far 
beyond the school. She remains close 
with her four roommates from Maryville, 
who try to get together about every five 
years. When they do, “It’s like we’ve 
never been away,” she noted.  
 

MARYVILLE ALUMNA FUNDS SCHOLARSHIP FOR SCHOOL OF EDUCATION  
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MARYVILLE READS
The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks by Rebecca Skloot is 
the selection for the 2013-14 
Maryville Reads program.
 The program encourages 
students, faculty and staff 
to read a specific book 
during the academic year to 
encourage discussion about 
the book and its themes.
 Skloot’s book focuses on 
Henrietta Lacks, a poor black 
tobacco farmer whose cells 
were harvested without  
her knowledge in 1951.  
The harvested cells, identified 
in science labs as “HeLa” 
cells, have been used in 
developing vaccines, cloning 
technology, gene mapping 
and in vitro fertilization 
methods. Despite her 
impact on medical science, 

however, Henrietta Lacks is 
virtually unknown, and her 
descendants cannot afford  
to buy health insurance.
 The book examines the 
dark history of medical 
experimentation on African 
Americans, the birth of 
bioethics and legal battles 
over whether individuals  
can control their own 
biological material.

GuLAS HONORED
Dr. Charles Gulas, dean of the 
School of Health Professions, 
was presented with the 
Lucy Blair Service Award 
at the American Physical 
Therapy Association Annual 
Conference and Expo, held in 
Tampa, Florida, in June 2012. 
“As president of the Missouri 
Chapter, his leadership 

has brought the chapter 
forward in implementing its 
strategic plan to promote 
education, legislative 
involvement, programming 
and increased enthusiasm in 
the membership,” the APTA 
wrote in their printed remarks 
about Gulas. 

NEW INtERNAtIONAL 
DIRECtOR

Kirstin Kahaloa became 
Maryville’s new director of 
international admissions in 
late Spring 2012. Originally 
from Hawaii, Kahaloa earned  
a Bachelor of Arts in 

International Studies and 
Political Science from 
University of Evansville. She 
also minored in Japanese 
studies. Kahaloa comes to 
Maryville from Webster 
University, where she served 
as associate director of 
international recruitment.

MARYVILLE ExPANDS 
ACCOuNtING OffERINGS
Maryville now offers a new 
degree in accounting systems 
and forensics. The new 
degree focuses on accounting 
systems, safeguards, and 
forensic accounting, including 
study about how to mine 
data to detect fraud. Maryville 
students may choose to 
pursue an accounting degree, 
the new accounting systems 
and forensics degree, or a 
dual degree combining  
the two.  
  

[ IntheLoop
 ]S H O R T  C U T S

LAB TEST: Sophomore Zach Hemann and Assistant Professor of Chemistry Jennifer  
Yukna, PhD, demonstrate one of Yukna’s experiments in the lab.

Musen Directs Kids Rock Cancer
PeGGY L. MUSeN OF CheSTeRFIeLD, MO., IS 

The NeW PROGRAM DIReCTOR OF kIDS 

Rock Cancer. She will oversee all aspects 
of the successful three-year-old program, 
which harnesses the proven healing 
power of music therapy to help kids give 
voice to their feelings during pediatric 
cancer treatment at area children’s hospitals. 

    Tom eschen, vice president of 
Institutional Advancement, says Musen 

understands the power of music therapy and embraces the 
University’s effort to expand its outreach to children fighting 
cancer. “Peggy’s expertise and enthusiasm match Maryville’s 
needs perfectly. She will provide strong leadership as kids 
Rock Cancer continues to grow,” he says.

 Musen comes back to the St. Louis area from the University 
of Alabama, where she served as a clinical research associate 
for recruitment and retention. 

 “It’s an honor to be named project director of Kids Rock 
Cancer,” Musen said. “The impact that music can make on 
children as they undergo cancer treatment is amazing. Our 
goal is to reach children in a variety of settings and provide  
the gift of music to them.”  

Musen

“Musen understands the power of music therapy and 

embraces the University’s effort to expand its outreach 

to children fighting cancer.”



AUThOR AND MARYVILLe BOARD OF 

TRUSTeeS MeMBeR BILL DONIUS GAVe AN  

engaging presentation to about 120 
people on campus earlier, drawing from 
his book Thought Revolution: How to 
Unlock Your Inner Genius.
 his audience was largely made up  
of members of the St. Louis Actuaries 
Club, an organization that includes 
business professionals who analyze 
financial uncertainties related to risk.  
At his appearance last spring, he ran the 
actuaries through a series of questions 
and exercises designed to encourage 
them to think about how their brains are 
wired and how they can work to foster 
more creative ideas. A heady lunchtime 
topic, to be sure, but the attentive 
audience enjoyed the dynamic 

presentation and asked plenty  
of questions.  
 Donius demonstrated an approach 
discussed in his book which taps into 
the right brain, the place where intuition 
and creativity exist. It involves a person 
asking questions—and writing the 
response—using first their dominant 
and then their non-dominant hand.
 Donius’ Thought Revolution reached 
No. 4 on the New York Times Best 
Sellers List for hardcover Advice and 
how-To Books. Before focusing on his 
writing and numerous community 
involvements, Donius worked for 30 
years in the corporate world, including 
20 years at St. Louis-based Pulaski Bank. 
he led Pulaski through an initial public 
offering in 1998 and worked for an 

additional 12 years as Chairman and 
CeO. his family has strong ties to 
Maryville, where Donius serves on the 
Board of Trustees.  
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Donius Discusses Book
with St. Louis Actuaries Club
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Chambers Appointed as New Dean
Candace Chambers, PhD, was appointed as the 
new dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
effective June 1, 2012. Chambers, who also 
serves as professor of chemistry at Maryville, 
succeeds Dan Sparling, PhD, who joined 
Maryville in 1975 and served as dean of the 
College from 2005–2012.
    Chambers came to Maryville in Fall 2010 from 
Mercyhurst College where she was a tenured full 
professor. While at Mercyhurst she was involved 

in directing the honors program, the business chemistry major, the 
computational science minor, the science computing laboratory, as 
well as chairing many committees including the faculty development 
committee and the faculty research committee.
 Chambers spearheaded the recent renovation of Maryville’s science 
labs and has served on the Bascom Honors Committee, the College 
of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee among others. She is 
committed to outstanding teaching and advising and regularly involves 
students in her scholarship, whether coauthoring publications or 
developing strong mentor relationships. Chambers previously served 
as project leader for physics educators—in a consortium with 11 other 
universities—as part of the ongoing National Science Foundation 
ADVANCE grant for women.  
  

Chambers

M A R Y V I L L E
BY THE numbers

92%

1628

447

1938

Percentage of undergraduates  
receiving financial aid in Fall 2011

Students who received at least
one scholarship in Fall 2012 

Students with campus work-
study positions in Fall 2012

Year that the oldest named 
scholarship on record (William 
MCullen McBride scholarship) 
was established.    

Donius
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Author Delves into Meaning, Inspiration  
of ‘One Amazing Thing’
CeLeBRATeD AUThOR ChITRA 

DIVAkARUNI PROVIDeD INSIGhTS ABOUT 

her novel, One Amazing Thing, during a 
presentation on Thursday, Nov. 1, on  
the Maryville University campus.
 The program was part of two 
programs that promote reading and 
discussion–Maryville Reads, which 
encourages the entire campus to spend 
time with the same book, and Maryville 
Talks Books, the University’s signature 
author series featuring discussions by 
writers for students and the general public.  
 In Divakaruni’s book, an earthquake 
rips through an unnamed American city, 
trapping nine characters together in a 
consulate’s visa office. When the 
psychological and emotional stress seem 
nearly too much for them to bear, a 
young graduate student suggests they 
each tell a personal tale, “one amazing 
thing” from their lives, which they have 
never told anyone before.

 “This is the heart of the book, this 
belief that everyone has at least one 
amazing story,” Divakaruni explained 
to the afternoon audience at Maryville. 
“I believe that.” 
 The author said she put nine 
characters into the work because 
she wanted it to  
be a book about  
community,  
about how  
the characters 
could overcome 
their differences 
to understand 
each other. When the 
characters tell their stories, 
they’ve won over  
the circumstances they  
find themselves in after the 
earthquake, she said. 
 “They want to survive 
together,” she said.

 The Maryville University Library 
staff has been instrumental in bringing  

a Maryville Reads author to 
campus since the 2007-08 
academic year. A campus-
wide committee selects the 
book and plans related 
programs. efforts to 
distribute copies of the 
book on campus include 
a collaboration with the 
Center for Academic 
Success and the First-Year 
experience to provide a 
copy to all first-year 
students to discuss in their 
University Seminar classes. 
 Maryville Talks Books 
is co-sponsored by 
Maryville University, 
heC-TV, St. Louis Public 
Radio 90.7 KWMU and 
Left Bank Books.  

NEW RESIDENCE  
HALL DEDICATED
Maryville University dedicated its newest 
residence hall last spring, in honor of 
Cookie and T.R. Potter Jr. The building’s 
name recognizes Maryville alumna and 
former trustee Marguerite “Cookie” 
Potter-Feinberg and her late husband 
T. Randolph Potter Jr. Potter is a 1971 
graduate of Maryville and served on 
the Board of Trustees from 1997 to 
2006. Marguerite “Cookie” Kaulakis 
met the man she would marry, T.R. 
Potter, when she was a sophomore at 
Maryville. Cookie and T.R. Potter Jr. Hall 
offers housing for about 250 students. 
The University purchased the former 
Courtyard Marriott hotel in 2010.  
 

RIBBON-CUTTING: Flanked by Board of Trustee members (left to right) James Switzer, vice chair, and Tom Boudreau, ’73, 
chair, Marguerite “Cookie” Potter-Feinberg, ’71, handles the ceremonial cutting of the ribbon for the residence hall 
that now bears her name.

Divakaruni
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[facultyFocus]

SOCIAL MEDIA MAVEN: Assistant Professor Rebecca Dohrman, PhD, helps her students embrace a “tolerance for ambiguity” in their course assignments, a skill that often 
indicates a talent for entrepreneurship.

SOCIAL MeDIA hAS exPLODeD ON The ACADeMIC LANDSCAPe. ACROSS The COUNTRY, 

business and communication departments are developing new courses covering 
every detail of social media use, and students fill these classes quickly. For Rebecca 
Dohrman, PhD, who joined Maryville as assistant professor of communication in 
2010, the study of social media conveniently intersects with many of her professional 
interests: entrepreneurship, innovative teaching strategy and emerging technologies. 
 In her course titled “Introduction to New and Social Media,” Dohrman introduces 
students to a few basic social media building blocks—Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, 
Google+—but she also urges them to explore newer applications and asks her 
students to think about what applications might be on the horizon. In the process, she 
has discovered that—contrary to popular belief—most students are surprisingly 
unfamiliar with most social media sites outside of Facebook.
 “I just want to get in front of people that students are not as social media literate as 
they are perceived to be. They still have to learn it,” Dohrman says.
 This means that many students aren’t using all of the social media tools available 
to them, even those tools that could benefit them. “If you’re a college student about to 
go out on the market, you need to be on LinkedIn,” she says. In her intro course, 

In the 
drIver’s

seat:
BY LAURA jOSEHART

REBECCA DOHRMAN, PhD

Placing the power of new and social media  
in the hands of students
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students are required to visit certain 
sites and then find and use features  
and tools on each site. Using a “tools 
checklist” Dohrman created, they must 
complete about a dozen tasks for each 
site. The exercise teaches the students  
to be resourceful.
 Dohrman tells her class, “how did 
you learn Facebook? Someone didn’t 
teach you; you sat down, opened an 
account and learned it.”
 Dohrman feels strongly that anyone 
can explore and learn from social media. 
These applications are not only the 
domain of the young. “Almost every 
person I talk to over age 50 says ‘those 
young people, they do all that stuff; I 
could never do it,’” she says.
 The person who taught Dohrman the 
most about social media is hank Feeser, 
Lecturer and executive Coordinator of 
the Entrepreneurship Certificate 
Program at Purdue University. 
Dohrman was pursuing her PhD in 
Organizational Communication at 
Purdue University, and decided to sit in 
on a course titled “Introduction to 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation,” 
taught by Feeser. At 65 years old,  
Feeser impressed Dohrman with his 
knowledge and infectious curiosity 
about the relatively new world of  
social media.
 “he saw the potential and just ran 
with it, and he really inspired me,” she 
says. “I would come home every night 
and ask my husband ‘Did you know 
about this? Have you seen this?’” Feeser 
pulled back the curtain and introduced 
Dohrman to the exciting potential of 
social media. “Now, if someone starts a 
new site, I’m the first to start an 
account,” she continues. “I love to jump 
in and play around, to see how it works 
and how it’s set up. It’s fun!”
 Dohrman has also found interesting 
ways to combine her introductory  
social media class with her interest  
in entrepreneurship and leadership.  
Last year, she presented a paper on 
developing entrepreneurial 
characteristics in people at the Focus on 
Technology and Teaching conference 

held at the University of Missouri–St. 
Louis. In her presentation, Dohrman 
describes the type of assignments  
that develop in students a “tolerance  
for ambiguity.”
 For example, in the social media 
course she asks her students to give a 
final class presentation on a 
“technology-related site or thing” that 
they come up with entirely on their 
own. There are virtually no parameters 
and no guidelines for this presentation. 
They are told to make the presentation 
eight minutes long and to include a 
handout for the class. “At the beginning 

of the semester, they are always so 
nervous and worried about this project, 
but then they just take off with it and 
come up with the most amazing ideas,” 
Dohrman says.
 Dohrman explains, “A ‘tolerance  
for ambiguity’ is a tolerance for the 
assignment itself. If you are an 
entrepreneur, you have to be willing  
to tolerate lack of clear direction. Both 
times that I’ve taught this class, I’ve  
had students come up to me, all 
enthusiastic about their topic ideas. 
They are switching from being receivers 
of this stuff, to being actors within  
the field.”
 She has been interested in 
entrepreneurship since her grad school 
days, and she is specifically interested  
in how to attract more women to 
entrepreneurial and leadership roles. 
Dohrman worked for a year and a half 
in the Center for entrepreneurship at 
Purdue University and developed a 
course there called “Women in 
Leadership,” designed to bring more 
women into the entrepreneurship 
Certificate Program. She feels that an 
entrepreneurship certificate can be a 
complement to any major, because it 
helps students think of themselves as 

actors—again, placing students in the 
driver’s seat. 
 Dohrman, who minored in Women’s 
Studies, Research Methods and Public 
Relations while at Purdue, has carved a 
niche for herself in the areas of gender 
studies and communication. Whether 
she’s serving as a gender studies or 
social media expert on kSDk-TV 
(Channel 5) News in St. Louis  
or doing consulting work for  
the National Center for Women in 
Information Technology, she is focused 
on gender and communication. She is 
particularly interested in the ways in 

which young girls and women are 
socialized to understand the career 
options available to them.
 “Career socialization is rooted in 
communication,” she notes. “You can 
really make an impact with the language 
you use with young girls. Young women 
score better on the whole in STeM 
(science, technology, engineering and 
math) until about age 9, and then it 
crashes, because around that age, girls 
start to value themselves differently,” 
Dohrman says. As a result, part of 
Dohrman’s interest in teaching social 
media is to try and interest students—
especially young women—in possibly 
taking a computer science class, a field 
traditionally pursued by men.
 In her work as a professor and 
academician, Dohrman finds new and 
creative ways to weave these threads of 
gender and communication, new media 
and technology and entrepreneurship 
together. It seems to happen almost 
naturally under her guidance, because 
these ideas intersect with one another 
again and again. “I just found a niche; 
and that’s what I am interested in. I 
found a practical application for it, but  
I see the theory behind it. It was the 
perfect marriage for me.”  
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“Both times I’ve taught this class, I’ve had students come up to me,  

all enthusiastic about their topic ideas. They are switching from being 

receivers of this stuff, to being actors within the field.”
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[StudentSpotlight]

THE THRILL OF RACE: “I love competition. When you’re in a car racing, there’s not much that’s better. I feel complete when I’m driving,” says 23-year-old Jesse Smith.

MARYVILLe SeNIOR JeSSe SMITh hAS A 

DReAM. hIS DReAM MIGhT JUST DRIVe A 

little faster than yours.
 When he’s not studying for his 
pre-med or business administration 
classes, he’s seeking sponsorships that 
would allow him to drive 33 races in 
NASCAR Nationwide Series competition. 
This is no small challenge on his way to 
repeatedly seeing the NASCAR green 
flag; Smith is the first to acknowledge that 
racing at the NASCAR level requires a 
serious, multi-million dollar level of 
funding. But he thinks his track record, so 
to speak, could be key in finding the right 
companies or individuals to back him.  
 The 23-year-old Wildwood resident has 
been involved with competitive racing 
since he was 5 years old, winning several 
national championships over the years. 
“Anything with a motor, no matter what 

it was, we would race it and try to be the 
fastest,” he said. 
 As a kindergartener, he began racing 
quarter midgets, vehicles that are a 
quarter size of a midget racecar and that 
run as fast as 50 miles an hour. he moved 
on to Bandoleros. That’s still a small car 
but one with a full roll cage, which is a 
specially engineered frame to protect the 
driver from being injured in an accident. 
Beginning at age 12, he started driving 
Legends cars on dirt and pavement 
tracks. Those travel in excess of 130 miles 
an hour. he turned next to late model 
stock cars, winning the ASA Late Model 
North Championship by 16. he moved on 
to ARCA Series stock car racing, where he 
ran in 15 events, with four Top Five and 
six Top 10 finishes. Smith then made his 
NASCAR debut in the Camping World 
Truck Series at kansas Speedway in 2010, 
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Pre-med student 
Jesse Smith has 

driven fast his whole 
life, and he’s ready 

for the next level
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where speeds top out at more than 190 
miles an hour.
 “I love competition. When you’re in a 
car racing, there’s not much that’s better. 
I feel complete when I’m driving,” Smith 
said, though he finds regular street 
driving, at its significantly slower 
speeds, pretty boring. 
 Another Maryville student, Josh 
Weinrich, 24, who studied sport business 
management, has teamed up with 
Smith. The friends met in 2008, when 
Weinrich was interning in public 
relations at the venue then known as 
Gateway International Raceway in 
Madison, Ill. he began to work with 
Smith on special events and promotion. 
The two say their racing interests have 
mirrored each other, with Smith looking 
to make the competitive leap to a 
NASCAR series and Weinrich 
moving into a sport business 
career. “his needs match up 
with my talents, and my talents 
match up with his career path,” 
said Weinrich.
 The former general 
manager of Gateway 
International Raceway 
Lenny Batycki, who is 
currently an announcer 
at Charlotte Motor 
Speedway, previously 
worked with Weinrich 
and has followed 
Smith’s racing career.  
As someone who has 
provided analysis on 
racing for years, he 
agreed it’s difficult for 
racers to put together the 
financial support needed to 
compete at NASCAR, but 
described Smith as having 
enough talent for someone 
to take a chance on him  
at that level. he said a 
beginning NASCAR 
driver might aim for five 
or 10 strong races 
initially, rather than 
trying for a whole series, 
as Smith would like. 

however, he said the St. Louis region 
should have businesses with enough 
sponsorship potential to be able to  
back a hometown driver. “He’s really  
a cerebral racer,” Batycki said of Smith. 
“He’s a very calculated racer who  
knows how to wait for the right time  
to be aggressive.”  
 Smith certainly has shown his 
dedication to racing over the years. Both 
students laugh when asked if Smith has 

brothers and sisters, explaining that 
most of the racecar drivers they know 

are only children, like Smith. They 
think it’s because competitive 
racing, especially if beginning at 
an early age, requires so much 
commitment from an entire 
family. Smith attended public 
schools in the Rockwood District, 

but weekends and summer 
breaks were filled with 
racing commitments 
around the country. 
   The home of Jesse’s 
parents, Chuck and June 
Smith, includes a stand-
alone garage which houses 
everything from classic 
cars to Smith’s racing 
trophies. For years, 
relatives and friends 
came here to prepare 
Smith’s cars before his 
races. “I’ve had family 
and friends who would 

work on cars late at 
night, even though they 

then had to go into work 
the next day,” Smith said. 
They’d travel between 
cities, with trailers full of 
cars and equipment. As he 

progressed, he needed a pit 
crew, and he talks about 
shocks, struts and wheels 
with the off-handed 

knowledge of someone who has spent 
years around fast cars trying to make 
them faster. 
 As a driver, he’s also well-versed in 
the importance of safety equipment. In 
addition to his helmet, he has a specially 
designed piece of protective gear to 
cushion his brain and neck in event  
of a crash. he unbundles his racing 
jumpsuit, which is made of flame 
retardant material, as he explains that 

wearing it provides him with 45 to 60 
seconds to get out of a fire without 
severe burns. The real risk is a crash,  
but he also describes how competing at 
blistering speeds includes blistering 
levels of heat. Smith explains he can lose 
about five pounds of water weight and 
burn the bottoms of his feet because  
the cars get so hot, as they’re designed 
for maximum speed and minimal  
wind resistance. 
 Smith hasn’t just trained to compete. 
he has also learned much about 
working with corporate sponsors over 
the years, and he speaks well of them as 
he talks about the business side of 
racing. Despite his busy course load at 
Maryville, it’s clear driving remains  
a passion.
 Weinrich noted when he’s at a 
racetrack without Smith, he gets asked 
about the driver, how he’s doing and his 
future racing plans. It remains to be seen 
if Smith, who may go on to dental school 
after he finishes at Maryville, will get the 
necessary sponsorship backing for 
NASCAR. But Smith continues to seek 
the level of car needed for success. “I 
don’t want to get into something that 
isn’t able to win,” he said.  
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Smith

“Anything with a motor, no matter what it was, we would race it and try 

to be the fastest.” 

spring 2013  [11]



STUDeNTS ARRIVING 

BACk ON CAMPUS FOR The 

spring semester received welcome  
news – word that U.S. News & World 
Report named Maryville University  
its top over-performing university  
in the nation.  

 experts looked at data from the U.S. 
News & World Report’s Best Colleges 2013, 
then took peer assessment and 
compared it to actual rankings. 
Maryville University’s performance is 
87 places above its peer assessment, 
making it the highest over-performing 

university in the country, according  
to U.S News.
 The Huffington Post re-reported the 
findings and from there, the 
development really took off, thanks to 
other national and St. Louis-area media. 
Campus digital signs carried 

A+ SCHOOLS FOR B STUDENTS

9 Hot New Majors

HOW TO 
FIND 

THE MONEY

7 SECRETS TO 

GETTING IN

$670,000
          In Scholarships

from AXA

in association

with U.S.News

             (
See page 10)

•overperformers•  

U.S. News & World Report names Maryville  
nation’s top overperforming school   BY BETSY TAYLOR

Jason Jones

[12]  MARYVILLE MAGAZINE



spring 2013  [13]

congratulatory messages, while Twitter 
and Facebook accounts lit up with the 
news. Professors reported hearing from 
colleagues and alumni near and far 
offering congratulations. 
 First-year-student Dalton Clark, 18, 
was excited when she saw a story  
on television about the honor. 

 “Everybody was talking about it,” her 
friend heather Sapa, 19, said.
 New transfer student Josh Mckinley, 
19, called his mom to share the 
development. The actuarial science 
student said he believes the recognition 
shows Maryville is growing, and 
improving, in the right ways. “I would 
hope that it means my degree would be 
more highly regarded by the professional 
world when I graduate,” he said.
 Mckinley recently transferred into 
Maryville’s highly regarded actuarial 
science program, after attending a large 
state school for a semester where, he 
said, he felt like a number, rather than a 
person. “I’m really liking Maryville so 
far,” he said. “It’s a lot more personal, 
with smaller classes. I already feel like 
I’m learning a lot more.”
 The U.S. News finding recognizes that 
administrators, faculty and staff at 
Maryville continuously work to provide 
a top-notch, student-centered education. 
“The latest U.S. News finding offers 
national recognition that we are 
providing our students with exceptional 
learning opportunities and resources to 
help them succeed both in the classroom 
and far beyond our campus,” Maryville 
University President Mark Lombardi 
said. “It reminds us that in higher 
education great reputation lags behind 
great performance.” 
 Maryville’s Associate Academic Vice 
President Tammy Gocial added, “It is an 
honor to be recognized by U.S. News & 

World Report for the great work that is 
happening on campus. The quality of 
our faculty and academic programs and 
the strength of our student services are 
known by those within the Maryville 
community, and it is wonderful that the 
metrics that are reported publicly 
demonstrate our success.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 While Maryville will continue to 
communicate with its peer institutions 
to make sure they know about all 
Maryville has to offer, the recognition 
has been an important one for the 
University. “We are pleased that U.S. 
News & World Report is helping to tell 
our story more broadly,” Gocial notes.
 It is just one of many recent honors 
for Maryville. U.S. News & World Report 
also named Maryville among the top 
National Universities in its Best Colleges 
list for the past two years. Maryville 

entered this national category for the 
first time in 2012. Another 2013 U.S. 
News & World Report analysis ranked 
Maryville No. 2 in the nation as a 
university that is more highly ranked on 
its reputation for academic excellence by 
high school guidance counselors compared 
to its ranking by college officials.

U.S. News & World Report names Maryville  
nation’s top overperforming school   BY BETSY TAYLOR

SCHOOL NAME (STATE)
ACADEMIC PEER  

ASSESSMENT RANK
U.S. NEWS NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITIES RANK

OverPerFOrManCe

Maryville university  
of St. Louis (MO) 247 160 +87

University of La Verne 
(CA)

247 165 +82

South Carolina  
State University

226 147 +79

St. John Fisher College 
(NY)

226 151 +75

Andrews University (MI) 264 189 +75

Biola University (CA) 247 174 +73

Yeshiva University (NY) 118 46 +72

University of Tulsa (OK) 151 83 +68

Edgewood College (WI) 247 179 +68

Azusa Pacific University 
(CA)

247 179 +68

top overperforming schools

#1

•overperform
ers

•

Kiplinger’s and Forbes once again 
cited Maryville University among 
their top honors. Forbes named 
Maryville to its annual “Best 
Colleges” list for the second 
straight year, and Kiplinger’s Personal 
Finance has named Maryville 
University to its list of the country’s 
best values in private colleges and 
universities. Kiplinger’s annual list 
ranks 100 private universities and 
100 liberal arts colleges.

The Reviews Are In

“The U.S. News finding recognizes that administrators, faculty 

and staff at Maryville continuously work to provide a top-notch, 

student-centered education.” 

SOURCE: U.S. News & World Report
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 University officials point to more 
exciting improvements on the horizon. 
The University will break ground this 
year on an 90,000 square foot, LEEDS 
certified  School of Health Professions 
building, Myrtle e. and earl e. Walker 
hall, to accommodate rapidly growing 
health professions programs. For the 
first time this spring, the University will 
host the prestigious 40th Annual 

Missouri Regional Junior Science 
engineering and humanities 
Symposium, where about 250 high 
school students will present their own 
research projects. 
 “We know faculty, staff and our 
students make Maryville a wonderful 

educational environment day in and  
day out,” Lombardi said. “But outside 
recognition allows us to share our 
successes with more people around the 
nation. Thanks to all those at Maryville 
who bring their strengths and passions 
to our campus and make this a truly 
great university.”  
 Maryville University is one of three  
St. Louis area schools designated by  

U.S. News & World Report as National 
Schools. National schools are 
institutions that offer a full range of 
undergraduate majors, plus master  
and Ph.D. programs; they also have 
demonstrated a commitment to 
producing ground-breaking research.  

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch has 
named Maryville University a “Top 
Workplace” for 2012, making 
Maryville one of only 50 employers in 
the region to receive this recognition.
 Maryville University came in at No. 
15 among medium-sized employers. 
Faculty and staff at Maryville 
often talk of high job satisfaction 
in an environment that provides 
opportunities for professional 
success and development.

For the fourth consecutive year, the St. Louis Regional Chamber and Growth 
Association selected Maryville University as one of the Greater St. Louis Top 50 
Businesses Shaping Our Future Award for 2012. 
 Maryville President Mark Lombardi said, “We’re proud to be named as one  
of the `Top 50’ businesses contributing to the future prosperity and growth  
of the St. Louis area. Maryville educates students for work and life, 
blending top academics with opportunities to contribute to society.”
 The award goes to institutions and companies that significantly 
contribute to the business community and positively affect the 
region. Maryville received the award at the 17th Annual Greater  
St. Louis Top 50 Dinner.

University Deemed  
a “Top Workplace”

Maryville is  
‘Military Friendly”
For the third consecutive year, 
Maryville University earned a spot  
on the national list of Military  
Friendly Schools. The designation 
is awarded to the top 15 percent of 
schools nationwide that deliver the 
best experience for military students.
 Maryville was cited for offering 
weekend and evening courses,  
as well as classroom-based  
courses on area military installations.  
The University also allows military 
students who are called to active 
service to return to school  
without penalty.
 The annual listing of Military 
Friendly Schools is compiled by  
G.I. Jobs magazine.
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HEAD OF THE CLASS: Assistant Professor Dr. Leilani Carver instructs a class. Maryville is recognized by U.S. News & 
World Report as a National School offering a full range of undergraduate majors, plus master and doctoral programs.

MARYVILLE SHAPES OUR FUTURE
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SeNIOR MATT BAkeR, The LAST OF The 

WRESTLING “MAVERICKS” RECRUITED  

two years ago from the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha, became Maryville 
University’s first national wrestling 
champion during the NCAA Division II 
national championship in March.
 At 197 pounds, Baker claimed a 5-4 
overtime tiebreak decision in the 
championship bout with Romero Cotton 
of the University of Nebraska-kearney 
Saturday, March 9 in Birmingham, Ala.
 Baker opened the final day of the 
tournament with a 5-2 decision over 
Brandonn Johnson of Notre Dame  
(Ohio) College. 
 In the finals, Baker and Cotton traded 
early escapes, and Baker trailed 3-2 

heading into the 
third period. Baker 
took the lead with 
a takedown, but 
Cotton used an 
escape to force  
a 4-4 tie and  
move the match 
into overtime.
    Neither Baker 
nor Cotton was 
able to tally a point 
in the initial 
overtime session. 
Cotton chose 
bottom for the 
tiebreaker and 
Baker managed  
to keep the contest 
tied. Baker then 

earned a one-point 
escape during his 30 
seconds on bottom  
and fended off a 
takedown attempt  
to seal the win.
 A day earlier, Baker 
and teammate keenan hagerty assured 
themselves of All-American honors for 
the second consecutive year with each  
of them winning two matches. Baker 
had a 9-1 major decision over Justin 
Tribble of Limestone University, then 
recorded a 4-1 win over Samuel 
Mangum of Western State University. 
hagerty, at 149 pounds, dropped his 
first match to Colorado-Mesa’s James 
Martinez, then rebounded with a 16-3 
major decision over Daniel Genetin of 
Ashland University, Ohio. hagerty 
ended Friday with a pin of Max Ortega 
of Adams State at the 5:51 mark.
 This was the second appearance  
for both Baker and hagerty at the 
national level. 
 Sophomore Joey Moorhouse earned 
his first trip to the nationals as runner-
up from the regional tournament in 
Waterloo, Iowa. Moorhouse competed  
in the 157-pound classification and 
dropped his opening match to one of  
the top wrestlers in his weight class—
Taylor knapp of Newberry College—by 
a narrow 7-5 count. He closed out the 
day when he was edged 4-2 by John 
Crowley of Colorado Mines.
 Apart from its athletic accomplishments, 
this year’s Maryville wrestling team also 

was recognized for academic excellence. 
With an aggregate GPA of 3.103, 
Maryville wrestlers were recognized  
by the NCAA Division II Wrestling 
Coaches Association as an  
All-Academic Team.
 Additionally, Baker and hagerty, 
along with sophomore Tyrell Galloway, 
were tabbed as first-team Academic 
All-Americans. Baker earned the 
distinction for the fourth time in his 
career with a GPA of 3.72. Hagerty and 
Galloway both earned the honor for the 
first time.
 Junior Zack Wilcox earned honorable 
mention to become a three-time 
Academic All-American. Freshman 
Christian Loges and junior Brandon 
Oshiro also earned honorable mentions.
 The unprecedented feat of sending 
three wrestlers to the national 
championship capped the Maryville 
University fledgling wrestling 
program’s second year. When the 
University of Nebraska-Omaha 
eliminated its wrestling program as a 
result of joining NCAA Division I 
athletics, Maryville seized the 
opportunity to hire UNO wrestling 
coach Mike Denney.  

Wrestler Matt Baker captures first 
national championship for Maryville  

national 
champ!     
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THE CHAMP: Maryville senior Matt Baker is declared the winner of the final 
bout in the NCAA Division II championship. 
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“CAN I hAVe YOUR ATTeNTION, PLeASe, 

IN THE BACK OF THE BUS?” ASKS 

Maryville University Associate Professor 
of Education Beverly Nance, EdD. It’s an 
early September morning, and Nance 
stands at the front of a yellow school bus 
filled with Maryville students about to 
embark on their first drive as part of 
“The Street Project.”   
  The students on this bus are enrolled 
in Maryville’s School and Society class, 
known best on campus for this semester-
long project. Small groups of the 
university’s education students are 

assigned a street, one that stretches from 
St. Louis County into the city. They’re 
asked to learn about the communities, 
people and resources along their street, 
so they’ll be better equipped to 
understand what different students may 
bring with them into their classroom, 
and what partnerships may be available 
to them from communities near their 
schools. The skills they acquire here are 
likely to be put to use later in other 
communities as well.  
 Today, Nance and Associate 
Professor of education Catherine Bear, 

edD, show the Maryville group how 
they’d like them to explore the streets 
they are assigned. Their class, aboard 
this yellow school bus, travels a stretch 
of Clayton Road from Town and 
Country into St. Louis. As they look out 
the windows, the professors ask them 
to look at the houses, the parks, at 
places where public transportation is 
available. They make note of schools 
and churches, even grocery stores and 
auto body shops. Throughout the 
semester, they’ll return to these places 
to learn more about their street, and all 

An innovative Maryville education program trains future teachers 
to become familiar with the communities they serve   

on the street 
FUTURE TEACHERS ON TOUR: Maryville students Brooke Bennett, 19, and Maggie Kruger, 23, tour Ross Elementary School with Guidance Counselor Carol Austerman.
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it can teach them about students in  
the area.  
 “We ask them to take a look at the 
communities students come from and 
ask them to consider: if I were a teacher 
in this community, what would I need to 
know about them to provide them the 
best possible education?” Bear explains.
 The students on the bus make 
observations both insightful and 
ordinary, as the bus travels along 
Clayton Road. “Whoo, carriage house! 
It’s so pretty,” notes one, as the bus 
travels through an upscale neighborhood. 
“I didn’t know there were so many 
private schools,” another observes later.
 As stately homes on well-manicured 
lawns give way to more densely 
populated areas with more business, 
Nance asks, “What’s the biggest change?” 
The students tell her they see more 
business and industry, homes closer 
together and apartment complexes.
  “Just because there are not such big 
homes, that doesn’t mean it’s worse,” 

Nance points out. They discuss how 
more business in an area can provide a 
larger tax base, with the possibility of a 
school district that’s better able to fund 
its schools. If a stretch of a student’s 
street has a lot of ethnic restaurants and 
shops, they may find schools in that area 
have more students who learn english as 
their second language. If it has nearby 
museums or parks, the Maryville 
students may consider where they’d  
take their classes for field trips for 
off-site learning.   
 The central question students are 
asked to answer in the class is: What’s 
the moral responsibility of an educator 
in a globally diverse and democratic 
society? “What I hope they take away 
from it is whether they really want  
to become a teacher,” Nance says.  
“It’s a hard job, and there’s a lot of 
responsibility. It ain’t just about the 
chalkboard or the computer.” 
 To start to answer the big questions 
about their role as educators, students 
head out in small groups to explore area 
businesses, school board meetings, 
shopping centers and schools located  
on or near their assigned street.
 A group of students from the class 
heads out by car one day to visit two 
elementary schools—Ross elementary 
School in the Parkway School District  
in St. Louis County and Oak hill 
elementary School in St. Louis. even 
before they arrive at the schools, they’re 
learning, though they might not realize 
it. They’ve got to work as a group, 
figuring out when their schedules allow 
them to visit their street together. 
They’ve got to set appointments, and  
in the case of their visit to Ross, there’s 
some confusion about whether the 
administrator they’ve been leaving 
messages for knows they’re coming.  
The school winds up being very 
accommodating when they arrive.
 And, of course, they’ve got to find 
their destinations. A master’s degree 
candidate, 23-year-old Maggie  
kruger of kirkwood, checks a map  
on her phone to find a route. “I should 
just ask Siri! She’d tell me,” Kruger  

says, referring to the Apple voice-
command software.
 At Ross, the walls are punctuated 
with framed awards the school has 
received. Two open-air courtyards 
provide places where students can learn 
or read outdoors, and the building is 
designed so that small pods of 
individual classrooms open into shared 
common areas. The Maryville students 
hear about violin lessons students 
receive here, and hands-on art classes 
and dedicated resources for gifted 
education. In the lunchroom, about two 
dozen flags are draped from the ceiling, 
representing the home countries of the 
students. The number of flags takes  
the Maryville students by surprise;  
they had not anticipated students at a 
county school would come from such 
diverse backgrounds.

 When Assistant Principal Felicia 
Boyd meets up with the students, she 
asks where they are studying. 
“Maryville,” they tell her.
 She claps and gives a little cheer. 
“That’s where I got my doctorate,” says 
Boyd, ‘12. As she accompanies the 
Maryville students down the hall, she 
engages her own school’s students as 
she goes: “Jessica is going to run into 
something,” she tells one child. She 
playfully adds, “You’d better look  
up, girl.”
 Boyd tells the Maryville students 
that Ross has 460 students in 
kindergarten through fifth grade, with 
students representing more than 50 

“We ask them to take a look at the 

communities students come from 

and ask them to consider: if I were a 

teacher in this community, what would 

I need to know about them to provide 

them the best possible education?” 

Catherine Bear, associate Professor of education
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nationalities. She’s learned in her time 
as an educator that these students come 
from all different economic levels. 
“Everyone’s circumstance is different,” 
she notes. She encourages the students 
not to make assumptions about a 
child’s time outside of school. For 
example, Boyd doesn’t tell a child she’s 
going to call Mom when she needs to 
communicate with a parent or 
guardian—something she had to learn 
over time. “It’s `I’m going to call a 
family member,’ or ‘I’m going to call 
home; who’s at home?’”
 She talks to them about community 
partnerships, about holding community 
breakfasts, coordinating with first 
responders in case of an emergency, 
about senior citizens taking part in the 
OASIS program where volunteers read 
to the children. “You would not believe 
the progress they make with that 
one-on-one attention,” she says.
 As the Maryville students leave to 
drive to Oak hill School in the city, they 

say they’re impressed by what they saw. 
Brooke Bennett, 19, from Danville, 
Calif., liked all the opportunities 
available to the children. “I found it 
surprising how diverse it was,” she 
notes. kruger adds, “Schools like that 
make me so excited.”
 At the Oak hill School, the students 
park on the street. While there is some 
peeling paint on the building’s exterior, 
some of these students later describe the 
inside of the sturdy building as being 
the type of traditional school design 
with big classrooms and large windows 
they find appealing. 
 Because it’s before the Presidential 
election, students here are taking part in 
a mock election in a hall decorated in 
red, white and blue. This school serves 
360 children in pre-kindergarten 
through fifth grade. Its student 
population is very diverse, and about 95 
percent of the children here qualify for 
the free or reduced lunch program, 
compared with 20 percent at Ross.

 Principal Karessa Morrow, ’12, also is 
happy to spend time with the students 
from her alma mater. She says students 
were asked to talk to their families or 
guardians about who they planned to 
vote for in the election and why before 
they cast their own mock ballots. She 
shows the group around the school, and 
talks about community partnerships like 
one with The St. Louis American, an 
African-American weekly newspaper, 
which has a program to bring the 
newspaper into the classroom for 
children to read. At the time of the visit, 
the school was starting a program where 
each child would write and publish 
their own book.
 When asked about the challenges  
of her job, Morrow tells the students:  
“I believe my job is to troubleshoot,  
to problem-solve. You have to  
problem-solve to get the resources  
you need.” 
 After the visits, the Maryville 
students say time spent exploring on or 
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OAK HILL SCHOOL: At Oak Hill Elementary School in St. Louis (opposite page), the education students meet with Principal Karessa Morrow, ‘12, who tells them about a new 
writing project where Oak Hill students will be able to publish their own books.
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near their street helped them overcome 
some of their preconceptions. Longtime 
St. Louis-area residents know some of 
the assumptions an educator might 
bring with them before they begin 
teaching in an area classroom, that they 
might expect the county school to be 
more homogenous, more conservative, 
safer and equipped with better resources 
than the city schools.
 Maryville’s Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Mary ellen Finch, 
PhD, says when students were first 
taking part in The Street Project in the 
mid-1990s, Maryville sometimes would 
receive some calls from parents worried 
about their children spending time on 
their own in the city. 
 “Most of our kids come from 
comfortable backgrounds. We wanted to 
open their eyes to other situations, under 
a fairly controlled environment,” she said. 
 Some students, too, were nervous. 
“They either didn’t want to go 
downtown, or didn’t know that the 

street (they were assigned) went 
downtown,” Finch recalls. 
 The Maryville education students 
said once they were inside area 
classrooms, they had their eyes opened 
to the realities of today’s classrooms in 
the region. The Parkway school had a 
student population that was much more 
diverse than they had expected; the city 
school, housed in a beautiful old 
building, was filled with teachers 
equally committed to giving their 
students the best possible education.
 Beyond exploration of each assigned 
street, Bear and Nance work with their 
students through reading, discussions 
and small group activities. One 
morning, they meet in a large open 
room in Buder Family Student 
Commons. Stepping out of a traditional 
classroom environment, the professors 
ask their education students to come up 
with a lesson they would include in the 
class if they were teaching it. The groups 
that assemble aren’t the same as they 
were for the street drives.
 At a small table, Kruger’s group 
decides they’d create a workshop where 
hypothetical school situations would be 
presented. They propose that Maryville 
students could weigh in on how they’d 
handle the situation and then a group  
of school officials, like superintendents 
and principals, could explain what  
their approach would be, taking up 
topics like school policies and the law  
in the process.
 The group quickly reaches a 
consensus that this would be a good 

classroom exercise. Nance stops by to 
hear what they’re thinking. “Oh, that 
sounds good. Now you’re cooking,” she 
encourages them.  
 “We’ve got this,” says sophomore 
Dan Mayhoff, 20, of Morton, Ill. “Dinner 
is ready,” adds Emily Trucks, 20, of 
Festus, Mo. 
 “Ding!” Mayhoff adds, mimicking an 
oven timer, as they clearly feel prepared 
to present their idea. 
  At the end of the semester, groups of 
students present items they’ve gathered 
along their streets. The group that 
traveled Olive Boulevard has a small 
ornament from a shop selling items 
from Asia, a T-shirt from Oak hill 
promoting their effort to encourage 
students to write and more. The students 
recap their travel along their street.  
 In the end, they talk about their moral 
responsibility as educators, talking 
about the importance of making every 
child feel included at school. They said 
they would plan to be more aware of a 
district’s funding and its funding 
sources. They learned to look for the 
resources available in a community, to 
look at what’s around in light of what 
that might mean for their classroom  
and students.  
 Sophomore Brooke Bailey, 20, of 
Chesterfield said she found that even 
though the environments were different 
between schools or communities, the 
places she visited did the best they 
could to create a positive learning 
environment for students. “I erased  
my assumptions,” she said.  
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FOUR STUDeNTS AND ONe ALUMNUS 

FROM MARYVILLE’S SPORT BUSINESS 

management program were shocked 
and honored when they received 2011 
World Series rings from the St. Louis 
Cardinals in Spring 2012. John Murar, 
’10, was employed as a full-time ticket 
sales representative during the 
championship season [he is now 
employed with the St. Louis Blues in 
corporate sponsorship]. Brittany 
Bommarito, Malcolm Roan, Chuck 
kuchar and Brian Wilga—all students at 
the time   —were employed as part-time 
ticket representatives for the season.
 Bommarito, ’12, still works part time 
for the Cardinals while earning her MBA 
from Maryville. 
 “When I first found out about getting 
the World Series ring it was a bit hard to 
believe and extremely unexpected    — my 
friends and family were almost as 
excited as I was when they found out 
about it,” says Bommarito.
 Malcolm Roan, ’11, was hired by  
the St. Louis Rams as a ticket sales 
representative in Spring 2012. Brian 
Wilga, ’12, is now employed by Citi Bank 
and Chuck Kuchar, ’11, was hired on 
full-time with the St. Louis Cardinals as 
a direct sales representative.

 

“I was extremely excited to find out I 
was getting a ring,” says Kuchar. I had 
spoken to other people around the office 
and the part-time sellers had never 
gotten a ring so it wasn’t something that 
I was expecting at all. Once I told my 
mom I was getting one she told everyone 
she knew and asked me every time I saw 
her if I had gotten it yet.”
 The sport business management 
program has developed a strong  
relationship with the St. Louis Cardinals. 
The championship MLB team has hired 
many Maryville students and alumni over 
the years, with positive results for both the 
Cardinals organization and the students.
 “Our relationship with the Cardinals 
has proven to be a game changer for 
students in our program. The Cardinals 

are a first-class organization and they 
have found value in the quality of our 
students. We are proud to partner with 
them,” says Jason Williams, director of 
the sport business management 
program and assistant dean of the John 
e. Simon School of Business.  

championship 
rings for five

CARDINALS POWER: Brian Wilga, ’12, Chuck Kuchar, ’11, Brittany Bommarito, ’12, John Murar, ’10, and Malcolm Roan, ’11 pose in front of Busch Stadium with their 2011 World 
Series Championship Rings.
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MARYVILLe 

UNIVeRSITY OF 

St. Louis is the only 
university in the country to 
receive the NCAA Division II 

Presidents’ Award for 
Academic Success with a 
100 percent, four-year 
graduation rate for its 

student athletes.
       The March 14, 2013 

announcement shows Maryville is 
among 26 Division II colleges and 
universities that received the award  
for academic success rates of 90 percent 
or higher.
 Maryville University President  
Mark Lombardi said the honor reflects 
Maryville’s vision of being one of the 
outstanding private universities in  
the country. “This is an important 
recognition of the outstanding quality  
of our student-athletes, coaching staff 
and faculty as they all pursue excellence 
inside and outside the classroom,” 
he said.
 It is another indication that  
Maryville University’s national 
reputation is growing.
 Simon Fraser University in the 
Vancouver suburb of Burnaby, British 
Columbia, Canada also received honors 
with a 100 percent graduation mark.  
It is the NCAA’s first international 
member institution.
 Pat O’Brien, president of West Texas 
A&M University and chair of the 
Division II Presidents’ Council said, 
“This is the second year for this award 

and the first in which any institution has 
reported an Academic Success Rate of 
100 percent. Maryville and Simon Fraser 
deserve enormous credit for achieving 
such excellence over a four-year period. 
In fact, all of the institutions on the list 
deserve a high degree of respect.”

 Maryville University Athletics 
Director Marcus Manning said  
the award reflects Maryville’s 
commitment to its student athletes. 
“experiencing success in the classroom 
and ultimately graduating is all 
part of the transformational 
experience Maryville 
students should  
have,” he said.  
“This is a great 
honor and it 
reflects who  
we are and  
what we value.”
 Maryville 
University is a 
member of the 
Great Lakes Valley 
Conference. William 
Jewell College, another 
GLVC member institution, 
was also recognized with a 99 
percent academic success rate. 
 Some 26 schools received accolades 
from the Division II Academic 

Requirements Committee. The 
division’s Academic Success Rate 
measures graduation rates for student 
athletes, including transfer students  
and those not receiving athletically 
related financial aid. The inclusion of 
student athletes who do not receive 

athletically related financial aid 
distinguishes the Division II model from 
Division I’s Graduation Success Rate.  

athlete graduation     
    rate tops nation
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“This is the second year for this award and the first in which any    

 institution has reported an Academic Success Rate of 100 percent.” 

Maryville scores national 1st with student-athlete 
graduation rates



A SeNIOR MAJORING IN SPORT BUSINeSS 
MANAGeMeNT AT MARYVILLe  

University has learned more about 
football helmets and shoulder pads  
than he ever dreamed possible, and  
that is just one thing he loves about  
his internship at Rawlings  
Sporting Goods. 
 he has spent part of the past few 
months writing and assembling a 
200-page plus manual on how to 
recondition and inspect Rawlings football 
helmets. “It’s something every team 
goes through as they close out a season, 
and I’ve put together a manual that 
shows reconditioning companies what 
to consider as they inspect Rawlings 
helmets for protection,” Laufer said. 
“Where else could you walk in as an 
intern and head up this kind of project?”

 Laufer’s internship has included 
helping the company prepare for trade 
shows and he has participated in the 
painstaking process of product 
development. his experiences are just a 
snapshot of what future Maryville 
interns can expect now that Rawlings 
has named Maryville’s signature sport 
business management program, creating 
the first corporate-named sport business 
management program in the nation.
 “It’s a tremendous benefit because 
Rawlings is a company that is highly 
recognized for quality. Everyone respects 
the Rawlings brand and the Rawlings 
name adds power to our degree 
program,” he said. “I think having the 
Rawlings Sport Business Management 
Program on a resume will open quite a 
few doors for Maryville students.” 

 Rawlings, a legend in baseball and 
softball gear, is beefing up its focus on 
the football market. That push opened 
the door for Laufer to help order, sort 
and arrange helmets for Rawlings to 
display the American Football Coaches 
Association Show in Nashville. “I had 
to make sure we had the right helmet 
shell and bar colors for schools we 
expected to talk with and I saw that 
decals were applied correctly,” he 
explained. “At Rawlings, it feels like I 
am a regular employee and if I see 
something I want to know more about, 
all I have to do is ask.”
 he has learned a lot, including that 
product development takes time and 
patience. “We design, test, and then go 
back and make changes and repeat the 
process again and again. It takes more 
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sporting opportunity
Maryville joins forces with major sporting goods manufacturer

BY SUE DAVIS
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NATIONAL FIRST: The Rawlings Sport Business Management Program is the first corporate-named sport business program in the nation. Pictured (from left) Rawlings Senior 
Vice President of Product, Maryville Board of Trustees member and Adjunct Professor Art Chou, Rawlings Sporting Goods President and CEO Robert Parish, Maryville University 
President Mark Lombardi and Assistant Dean of the John E. Simon School of Business and Director of the Rawlings Sport Business Management Program Jason Williams.
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time than I realized, but that time 
ensures we have it right when our 
products reach the shelves,” he said. 
While product components for helmets 
are made globally, Rawlings assembles 
them in Washington, Mo., and primary 
testing takes place in O’Fallon, Mo. 
Laufer works out of Rawlings Corporate 
headquarters, located just a parking lot 
away from Maryville’s campus in Town 
and Country, Mo.
 “Work is close to campus, and that 
lets leaders at Rawlings really know our 
program,” Laufer said.
 Rawlings President and CeO Robert 
Parish and Maryville University 
President Mark Lombardi announced 
the new program before a standing-
room only crowd on Jan. 22 in the 
pressroom at Busch Stadium. 
 “We have worked with Maryville 
University for many years and today we 
recognize more formally the caliber of 
the Sport Business Management faculty, 
the program and Maryville’s students,” 
Parish told news conference attendees. 
“Graduates of the Rawlings Sport 
Business Management Program will 
play pivotal roles in the business of 
sport. As alumni and undergraduates, 
they have already brought invaluable 
insight to marketing research and 
product development efforts at Rawlings.”
 Lombardi said the partnership moves 
Maryville to the next level. “We thank 
Rawlings for believing in Maryville as 
much as we believe in Rawlings,” 
Lombardi noted. “We are pleased to 
align ourselves with an international 
corporation with a rich tradition that 
reflects our core values of excellence and 
continuous learning.”
 The festive event included 
Fred Bird, Maryville’s 
mascot Louie and more 
than 150 people 
including students, 
student athletes and 
representatives from 
Rawlings and 
Maryville. Guests 
took home baseballs 
bearing the Rawlings 

Sport Business Management Program 
logo that was unveiled that day, and 
news about the announcement played 
on local television and radio networks 
and appeared in local and national 
publications. Radio spots about the  
new agreement and the program also 
informed the St. Louis community  
about the new venture.
 Jason Williams, assistant dean of the 
Simon School of Business, the director  
of the Rawlings Sport Business 
Management Program and initiator of 
the agreement, said the University’s 
partnership with Rawlings enhances the 
education Maryville students receive. 
“We know students and parents value a 
program that teaches practical industry 
skills. Our agreement with Rawlings 
gives our sport business management 
graduates those practical skills, setting 
them apart in a highly competitive 
industry,” Williams said.
 Williams knows what those 
experiences mean. In early February, he 
took a team of students to the Texas vs. 
The Nation football classic in Allen, 
Texas. Students worked for a week, 
setting up displays, selling 
commemorative shirts and learning the 
art of selling and promotion first hand. 
The annual football match features 
college athletes who have used up their 
eligibility and are often likely picks in 
later rounds of the NFL draft. NFL 
scouts and fans show up the week 
before the Super Bowl to watch players 
who have played in or who have ties to 
Texas compete against players from 
across the country.
 The new agreement formalizes 
Maryville’s relationship with Rawlings. 

Students will continue to work 
with Rawlings executives 

on a variety of new and 
on-going projects and 

will have access to 
some of the most 
influential leaders 
in the industry— 
an opportunity 
rarely available  

to undergraduates. 

Rawlings also becomes the official 
supplier of equipment, uniforms and 
practice gear for Maryville’s basketball, 
baseball and softball teams. The Saints 
compete at the NCAA Division II level 
in the Great Lakes Valley Conference.
 Rawlings Senior Vice President of 
Product Art Chou, who also often 
teaches at Maryville as an adjunct 
professor, said, “We are excited to help 
train the sports business leaders of 
tomorrow in addition to being actively 
involved with a premier NCAA Division 
II athletics program. Our congratulations 
to President Lombardi on his vision of 
excellence – we look forward to helping 
Maryville create one of the leading 
sports business management 
experiences in the country.”
 Maryville University’s Director of 
Athletics Marcus Manning said the 
agreement creates a unique opportunity 

for academics and athletics. “As our 
official athletics supplier, Rawlings will 
greatly enhance our efforts in developing 
the Saints brand while providing access 
to cutting-edge products,” he said. “This 
is truly a game-changing moment for 
Maryville University and we are very 
grateful and very excited.”
 Ask Courtney Mckinley, another 
Maryville senior who is interning at 
Rawlings this year, about what the 
future holds. “At Rawlings, I focus on 
softball apparel and work on designing 
what jerseys look like and what colors to 
use. Rawlings provides a great learning 
environment,” she enthused. “I talk it up 
whenever I can, and now my sister might 
come to Maryville for sport business 
management too.”  
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JUST MINUTeS AFTeR SUNRISe, SeNIOR eLIZABeTh 

QUASeBARTh AND ASSISTANT BIOLOGY PROFeSSOR GABe 

Colbeck head into the woods at Powder Valley 
Conservation Nature Center in the St. Louis suburb of  

         kirkwood. In a shady location, they set  
       out a “mist net,” a net made of material so fine, it’s hard to 
see. Then, Quasebarth puts out a small model of a cardinal her 
mother found at a craft store, and they play an audio recording 
of a male northern cardinal.
 “We hope the sound will aggravate the male bird, so he’ll fly 
into the net,” Quasebarth explains. The professor and student 
were among the first participants in Maryville University’s new 
Undergraduate Research Scholars Program, six partnerships 
that provided research stipends to students and faculty to 
explore a topic in-depth for several weeks this past summer.
 The stipends were the idea of the Director of the Office of 
Sponsored Programs Larry Grieshaber, who has been at 

Maryville for more than 20 years. he provides support to 
faculty and staff seeking funding, but as an educator also saw a 
need for student research opportunities on and off campus. he 
worked with Vice President for Academic Affairs Mary ellen 
Finch and the Finch Center for Teaching and Learning to make 
the program a reality.
 The new research program was announced in October 2011, 
and the first six successful student projects to receive funding 
for the summer of 2012 all came from the sciences. The initial 
projects have proven so successful that the summer researchers, 
and even more students doing undergraduate projects, will 
participate in Maryville University’s first Undergraduate 
Research Conference on April 5. Student researchers will either 
present posters outlining their projects and results, or make a 
10-minute oral presentation accompanied by visual aids. 
Student researchers also will participate in question-and-
answer sessions about their projects.

Students participate in  
Maryville’s first funded student 
summer research projects  BY BETSY TAYLOR  



“The researchers will participate in 

Maryville University’s first Undergraduate 

Research conference on April 5.”

 “I’m really interested in what they’re 
going to discover; they’ve proposed 
really robust research topics,”  
Grieshaber says.  
 Quasebarth, for instance, is trying to 
determine the dominance hierarchy in 
the bird population she’s studying. Since 
cardinals don’t migrate for the winter, 
she thinks their “pecking order” changes 
each year, and she hopes other Maryville 
students will add to research on that 
question over time. 
 Because cardinals are territorial, the 
birds fly down by Quasebarth and 
Colbeck to chase the decoy from the 
area, and instead fly into the net. From 
there, the two carefully remove the bird 
from the net, take measurements of the 
bird and a blood sample. The bird is 
marked with three small bands on its 
legs—two colorful ones, so Quasebarth 
can later observe the bird from a 
distance, and an aluminum one with a 
specific number, issued by the federal 
government so each bird can be 
individually identified. When the 
banded bird is seen later, the added 
information can tell researchers much 
about its movements.
 This summer, Quasebarth was 
observing aspects of the banded 
northern cardinals’ behavior, such as 

their level of aggressiveness, to see  
if it repeats in different situations.  
She played recorded calls of other  
birds, such as a Blue Jay which is a 
cardinal nest predator, to gauge the 
cardinal’s response.   
 The hope is that her work will add to 
knowledge about whether cardinals 
have behavioral syndromes, or exhibit 
the same behaviors in varying 
circumstances.  Such repeating behaviors 
may even form a bird’s “personality,” 
and reveal more about related 
consequences for a bird’s reproductive 
success and survival. A more aggressive 
male bird may better attract females, 
with a greater likelihood for mating and 
hatching of more baby birds, she says. 
 “This is going to be multi-year, 
multi-student research project,” Colbeck 
says. he explains an undergraduate with 
research experience is going to have 
additional skills for graduate school or 
professional life. “Any employer would 
be excited to see undergraduates who 
had done their own research project,”  
he says. 
 Quasebarth—a fan of the baseball 
Cardinals who also has always enjoyed 
seeing cardinals at a backyard bird 
feeder —says she “jumped at the chance” 
to learn more about them, despite the 

summer’s heat. It also takes longer to 
band birds than she might have hoped. 
“It’s research,” she says good-naturedly. 
“It never really goes as planned.”
 The new undergraduate research 
opportunities allowed biology senior 
Ashley Pemberton, 21, of Ballwin, Mo., a 

chance to travel to the Crow Creek 
Reservation in central South Dakota. 
There, she worked with Missouri 
Botanical Garden ethnobotanist karen 
Walker, who is on a team recording the 
ways the Dakota Sioux have relied on 
plants for food, medicine and shelter. 
ethnobotanists, who study how plants 
influence culture and the ways people 
live, want to preserve this knowledge so 
it can be shared with future generations. 
Maryville Assistant Professor kyra 
krakos, who taught Pemberton 
botany, coordinated Pemberton’s 
travels with Walker. Both student 
and professor called Pemberton’s 
research trip eye-opening. As   
Pemberton explained, studying 

CARDINAL RULES: Assistant Biology Professor Gabe Colbeck shows senior Elizabeth Quasebarth how to hold a northern cardinal while collecting cardinal data at Powder Valley 
Conservation Nature Center in Kirkwood.
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FIVe MARYVILLe UNDeRGRADUATe STUDeNTS AND ASSISTANT 

PROFeSSOR OF BIOLOGY kYRA kRAkOS, PhD, CONDUCTeD FIeLD 
research at the Shaw Nature Reserve this summer for the first 
time. Through their research, the students were able to learn 
hands-on scientific techniques as they worked to produce 
publishable research that will contribute to a larger, multi-year 
study about climate change.
 At the Shaw Nature Reserve—a stunning 2,400-acre 
Missouri Botanical Garden property located 35 miles 
southwest of St. Louis—the students’ work focused on the 
reproductive biology of native species. The location provided 
a particularly good setting for plant research, as the site 
boasts an incredible diversity of native plants. In the 1920s, 
when coal smoke pollution was threatening plant life closer 
to St. Louis, Botanical Garden trustees bought the land that’s 
now known as the Nature Reserve. As a result of botanists 
working on the site, records of plant life on the property date 
back decades. 
 This information was important to have on hand as 
Missouri Botanical Garden researcher Peter hoch, krakos and 
the students worked to monitor patterns that have changed 
or remained the same in plant populations and their 
pollinators, which are the bees, insects, birds and bats that 
travel between flowers, depositing pollen needed by many 
plants to produce nuts or seeds.  
 

 Krakos explained the students’ projects this way: “They feed 
into a larger project looking at the impact of climate change on 
flowering times and pollination of plants, which is important 
because if plants and pollinators become uncoupled that 
directly impacts the seed set of plants.” More knowledge about 
seed sets (the production of seeds after a plant has flowered) is 
important to agriculture, but also relates to whether or not 
native plants will persist in a region, she said. “The great part 
about the student projects is they can have their own questions 
and their own data that is publishable, but it still feeds into the 
larger project, that will span six years,” she says.
 hoch said researchers have found that renowned botanist 
Edgar Anderson recorded everything in flower at the property 
every week from 1937 to 1942, and his raw data was maintained 
in archives. Over the past four years, researchers have also 
recorded data on the same property, and they do have some 
intermediate data gathered from the late 1970s to the early 1990s.
 There’s no question it was a unique opportunity for 
Maryville science majors. After hiking through a glade at the 
reserve with a net in hand after an early morning observing 
wild petunia to observe its pollinators, biology student Melisa 
Hendrix, 47, of De Soto said, “This is great, just getting around 
the property, getting to do the work. I never really thought 
about plants the way I think about them now. It has opened my 
eyes to plants in a different way.”  

Shaw Nature Reserve Provides Perfect 
Backdrop for Student Scientists

THAT’S A WRAP: Students wrap plants with gauze-like material to protect the samples they are 
researching. When they’re back on site, they carefully unwrap the flowers to observe pollinators or 
to collect samples.

FIELD WORK: Maryville students enjoyed the opportunity for hands-on 
research at Shaw Nature Reserve. From left, Melisa Hendrix, 47, Tim 
Payne, 24, Assistant Biology Professor Kyra Krakos, Ryan Hulsey, 19, 
Adam Hoeft, 26, and Katie Park, 24.



something in the classroom is very 
different from doing on-site research. 
“We interviewed elders and healers, 
asking them what they knew about 
plants and following them into the 
field,” she says. Pemberton explored 
tall-grass prairie terrain and collected 

plant samples near the Missouri River, 
waving a stick in front of her to scare off 
rattlesnakes and returning with a ring of 
chigger bites around her ankles. 
 Pemberton, who wants to become an 
osteopath, said some Native Americans 
she spoke to wanted to share their 
knowledge of plants. Others did not, 
thrown by paperwork that identified the 
researchers as “investigators” or assuming 
they were social workers. But her 
preserved plant samples and findings 
will be added to the data gathered for 
the larger project. And krakos says 
Pemberton learned lessons that will help 
her in a future medical career, perhaps 
when she needs to question patients for 
health information. “ethnobotany is a 
field everybody gets excited about 
because it sounds so foxy, but the realities 
of working with humans and collecting 
that data can be difficult,” Krakos notes.    
 Another funded summer research 
project simultaneously was taking place 
inside a Maryville chemistry lab. 
Biochemistry senior Raun Green sorts 
through the challenges of trying to build 
a low-cost, portable fluorescence 
detection system. he also is determining 
how accurate a portable system would 
be compared to a commercial 
fluorescence spectrometer. Such 
equipment analyzes fluorescence from a 
sample by using energy to excite the 
electrons of certain molecules which 
causes them to emit light. Measuring this 
fluorescence allows scientists to analyze 
and characterize solutions. “You know 
what it contains by the emission 
observed,” Raun explains. 
 A standard spectrometer may cost 
$10,000; Green is hoping he can build a 

portable device that would cost roughly 
15 percent of that to produce and could 
be attached to the end of a micropipette, 
a thin tube instrument used by scientists 
to measure and dispense liquids. He is 
using small, low-cost light-emitting 
diodes and emission detectors to build 

his system, which, if successful, would 
easily fit in the palm of a hand. 
 Portable fluorescence detection 
systems could allow scientists to perform 
fluorescence detection tests for less 
money and less effort in the field. If there 
were concerns that a substance might be 
toxic, a small sample could be drawn 
through a pipette and analyzed on site. 
Or they could allow certain medications 
to be tested more easily to make sure 
they have been formulated properly and 
will work effectively.
 Green said the hands-on research 
reinforces techniques and procedures 
learned through his classroom studies. 
Raun is working with Tom Spudich, 
Associate Professor of Chemistry and 
Forensic Science who says, “My intent is 
to develop Raun’s critical thinking skills, 
so I let Raun…”
 “Make mistakes,” Green says.
 “Make mistakes,” Spudich confirms. 
his hope is that Maryville students in 
the workplace will know how to apply 
what they’ve learned to solve problems 
or to discover more. “I want him to be a 
critical and independent thinker,” 
Spudich says. Green, who is from Troy, 
Mo., and currently lives in Chesterfield, 
is in Maryville’s Bascom Scholars 
Program. The 34-year-old also has his 
own personal training business, designs 
websites and coaches hazelwood east 
high School football and basketball. he 
finds time for the lab work because he 
knows he’s gaining valuable skills  
for a career in a health-science field.  
“I like the application of my knowledge  
from the classroom to a real- world 
research endeavor,” he says of  
the research.  

LIGHT EMISSIONS: Biochemistry senior Raun Green prepares 
to measure fluorescence in one of Maryville’s chemistry labs.

HEALING PLANTS: Senior Ashley Pemberton, 21, traveled to South 
Dakota to gather information about the ways the Dakota Sioux 

people rely on plants for food, medicine and shelter.
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“Ethnobotany is a field everybody gets excited about...but the realities  

of working with humans and collecting that data can be difficult” 

Continued from page 25
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FACULTY TRIVIA 101

ANDY WARhOL SAID eVeRYONe hAS 15 

MINUTeS OF FAMe. ASSOCIATe PROFeSSOR 
of Chemistry Jason Telford found his in  
the spring of 1977, when the campy 
horror flick Piranha was filmed near his 
hometown. Telford was in junior high and 
responded to an ad calling for extras to 
show up at Aquarena Springs, in San 

Marcos, Texas. he tells the story 
vividly in his own words:
      “I decided to skip school  
(ok, I don’t recommend that 
anymore) and rode my new 
10-speed across town to the 
resort. Aquarena Springs was 
a theme park and golf course 
built around a manmade  
lake (Spring Lake) at the 
headwaters of the San 
Marcos River. The water in 

the river is absolutely crystal clear, 76˚ F 
year round. It is quite a beautiful area. I 
recall being pretty bored most of the day, 
just hanging around. Some time after noon 
the director gathered all the extras to the 
pier where the glass-bottomed boats 
docked. Our instructions were, when 
filming started, to run panicked across the 
shot. So somebody yelled “action!” and  
I, along with 60 others ran across the area 
where the tourists queued up—screaming 
and jumping over the crowd- control 
fences along the way. My 15 milliseconds 
of fame are forever recorded as a blur in 
the movie when the crowd at the ‘resort’ 
discovers that they are being eaten. By  
late afternoon, the film company had  
their shots, and I received $8 dollars.  
I rode over to the 7-11, bought a Coke 
and went swimming.”

DO YOU BeLIeVe IN ASTROLOGY? PROFeSSOR OF 

MARkeTING JOhN LeWINGTON WAS BORN IN 

hampstead (four miles from Wembley Stadium 
in London) on July 29, 1948, the first day of the 
1948 London Olympics. As if he was born under 
a lucky star of athletics, his attendance at sports 
events through the years has brought good luck 
to individual and team sports—including the 
1981 British Open, the Rams Super Bowl win in 
2000 and the Rugby Cup in 2003.
 Lewington attended the London Olympics  
on July 29, 2012, closing a 64-year cycle of  
sports luck, or, as his wife says,“just a bunch  
of coincidences!”

JAson TeLFoRd, Phd
Associate Professor of Chemistry

INtEREStING AND LIttLE-KNOWN fACtS                                         ABOut MARYVILLE fACuLtY AND StAff 

John LewIngTon, Phd
Professor of Marketing and Management

now
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ASSISTANT PROFeSSOR OF 

CRIMINAL JUSTICe GeRIANN 
Brandt always dreamed of 
becoming a police officer, even 
as a young girl growing up in 
the 1960s. Brandt comes from a 
long line of police officers, 
starting with her great-uncle, 
who was one of the first sworn  
officers when the St. Louis County Police Department was initially a sheriff’s 
department. Brandt was an employee of the St. Louis County Police 
department for 13 years. Initially starting out in the Bureau of 
Communications, she eventually transferred to the Division of Uniform 
Patrol, serving in the 2nd Precinct and ended her tenure in the 4th precinct. 
 As a county police officer, Brandt met her husband when she responded to 
a bar fight. He was a new transfer to the precinct, and happened to be one of 
the many assist cars dispatched to the location. Brandt and her husband, Joe, 
eventually married and raised two daughters; one became a chef and the other 
followed in her parents’ footsteps, joining the St. Louis County Police Department.
 Brandt’s husband was in the St. Louis County’s K-9 Unit for more than 13 
years. During his tenure, the Brandts had two patrol dogs that were multi-
purpose trained (apprehension, tracking and drug detection) and two that 
were trained strictly for drug detection. When the dogs retired, the family was 
given the option of formally adopting the dogs, which they have always done. 
 Brandt says, “I am very fortunate to have not only my immediate family, 
but also a police family that extends nationwide. Teaching for Maryville has 
given me the opportunity to infuse my own past experience as a police 
officer—and the experiences of an entire police family—into my courses.”

AS A FReeLANCe SPOkeSWOMAN FOR The 

PAST 25 YeARS, PeNNY GReeNe hAS hAD  

lots of great gigs. her favorites would  
be 15 years as a membership drive 
cohost for KETC-TV (Channel 9) and 
seven years as the cohost of the Missouri 
Lottery’s Fun & Fortune game show 
which aired on kTVI-TV 
(Channel 2) from 1996 
until 2002. On Fun & 
Fortune, Greene assisted 
cohost Rick Tamblyn as 
three contestants were  
called on stage and 
interviewed by Tamblyn 
before competing for 
cash prizes in two 
games. Greene, in a role 
similar to Vanna White’s 
on Wheel of Fortune, 
narrated the show and 
assisted with the game 
show logistics.

YOU MAY NOT ReALIZe IT, BUT ASSOCIATe PROFeSSOR OF eNGLISh JeSSe kAVADLO 

USED TO ASPIRE TO BE A ROCK AND ROLL STAR. “FOR EIGHT YEARS, AGE 15 TO 23, I  
could only imagine music, being a famous rock star. It’s hard to say how many 
hours a day or days a week I practiced, because it was never work. even then, I 
loved that English used the word “play” for an instrument, because that’s what  
I felt I was doing. I held down a job (record store) and earned easy As in school, but 
I lived music,” he writes in his blog, Hourman. Kavadlo played guitar and sang in 
two bands, Checkmate (1987–93) and Sharky (1993–94) in Brooklyn, NY.
 At age 23, Kavadlo’s life took a 180-degree turn. He fell in love and spent most 
of the next decade going to school, getting married and entering the world of 
fatherhood. “For years, I didn’t even have a guitar. No one knew who I used to be, 
or who, in some sense, I really was. Music was the secret identity I left behind. It 
was too hard to be everything,” he recalls.
 In 2011, kavadlo, now in his ninth year of teaching at Maryville, started listening 
to music regularly and playing guitar again, this time with a cover band called 
Mack Daddyz. In fact, the Mack Daddyz played an outdoor concert for Maryville 
alumni and students in September for “LouieFest,” a family-friendly barbeque and 
carnival that took place during Alumni Weekend.  

geRIAnn BRAndT  
Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice

PennY gReene
Coordinator of Certification, Clinical 
Experience and Data Management

and Academic Adviser for all first-year 
School of Education students

INtEREStING AND LIttLE-KNOWN fACtS                                         ABOut MARYVILLE fACuLtY AND StAff 

Jesse KAVAdLo, Phd  
Associate Professor of English

now then
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BY SUE DAVIS 

U.S. CONGRESSMAN JERRY COSTELLO (D-ILLINOIS) RECENTLY RETIRED AT THE END OF THE 112TH 

Congress after 11 terms in office. As this Maryville University alumnus leaves office, 
friends and organizations are taking time to recognize his accomplishments and character.
 Costello, Class of ’73, earned dual degrees in political science and administration of 
justice from Maryville and is the University’s only graduate to serve in Congress. He was 
the dean of the Illinois Congressional delegation and his bi-partisan approach has helped 
both Illinois and the St. Louis region prosper while moving key projects forward. 

For
 th

e P
eo

ple
Jerry Costello, ’73, reflects on his 23-year  
congressional career on the eve of his retirement

Dan Donovan
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 When reflecting on his career accomplishments, he says, 
“There are a number of things I could point to in the area, 
everything from getting Scott Air Force Base off the closure list 
and having it grow, bringing MetroLink (light rail) to the St. 
Louis Region, the new Mississippi River bridge … a lot of 
projects that have improved the quality of life for the people  
of our region.” 
 his answer barely scrapes the surface of the initiatives and 
projects he has put in action. he served on the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee and the Science, Space and 
Technology Committee. he is the past Chairman and was the 
senior Democrat on the Aviation subcommittee at the time of 
his retirement.
 In 2005, his work was instrumental in keeping the base 
open. Scott, located just west of Belleville, is the sixth largest 
employer in the St. Louis region and the largest employer in 
Illinois south of Springfield. A base closing would have been 
devastating to southern Illinois and sharply felt in St. Louis.
 With Costello leading the way, the $3.3 billion enterprise 
escaped the hatchet in 2005 when the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission voted to keep Scott open. Today’s Scott is 
very different from the base that opened in 1917, and Costello has 
worked to build and diversify its role in today’s modern military.
 Scott today is first, and foremost, a mobility and logistics 
center – home to the 375th Air Mobility Wing, the Air Force 
Reserve Commands 932nd Airlift Wing, the U.S. Air Force’s Air 
Mobility Command and the Illinois Air National Guard’s 126th 
Refueling Wing. Missions at Scott center on moving people 
and supplies globally. Scott is also a primary provider of 
aeromedical evacuation services for U.S. troops.
 U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) grew up in East  
St. Louis with Costello. In September, he honored his long-time 
friend with a tribute in Congress. “The 12th Congressional 
District in southern and southwest Illinois runs along the 
Mississippi River, from Alton south to Cairo. It is a mix of 
agricultural and industrial communities including east  

St. Louis, Belleville, Carbondale and Granite City,” Durbin 
says. “People there don’t care much about political labels, they 
care about results—and that is what Jerry Costello has always 
focused on. He is a pragmatic and bipartisan.” 
 “Congressman John Shimkus has called Jerry Costello the 
‘patron saint of Scott Air Force Base’ and he’s right,” Durbin says. 
“Jerry’s energy and skill did more to save Scott Air Force Base 
from being closed by the BRAC process than any other factor.” 
 Costello says he will work to bring his successor up to speed 
on all of the intricacies of Scott Air Force Base’s mission and 
role in the bi-state area. he is also glad to see his alma mater 
now has a presence at Scott. “I’m very happy to see that 
Maryville offers the MBA at Scott,” he says. “Education is 
important and programs like this serve the men and women 
who serve us.”

WHAt WAS MARYVILLE LIKE WHEN COStELLO, 63,  
WAS ON CAMPuS?  
 “Back then, I went part-time some semesters and 
occasionally full-time. I was in law enforcement and what 
attracted me to Maryville was an administration of justice 
degree. It was an excellent degree and very few universities 
offered it then in the St. Louis metropolitan area,” he says.

“I was in law enforcement and 
        what attracted me to Maryville was 
   an administration of justice degree.”

BRIDGE BUILDER: U.S. Congressman Jerry Costello pauses before the groundbreaking 
for the new Mississippi River bridge that is expected to open in 2015. Federal funds 
will cover $239 million of the $667 million price tag. The suspension bridge, yet to 
be named, will link I-70 and will relieve traffic on the Poplar Street Bridge. Costello 
shepherded the project through Congress.

Dan Donovan
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“Class sizes were very small, and it allowed students to have a 
personal relationship with professors. The campus was small, 
too—much smaller than it is today. As I look back on it, it was 
the kind of campus that made students comfortable and want 
to study.”
 In the 1970s, Costello was one of the few male students on 
campus. By then, he had already married his childhood 
sweetheart, Georgia Cockrum, and was working full time as a 
law enforcement officer.
 Not too long ago, Costello, who was awarded an honorary 
Doctorate of Laws degree from Maryville in 1989, made his 
way back to campus.
 

 “Just a few months ago, I was in the area, so I drove through 
the campus to see how it had changed over the years,” he says. 
“I was pleasantly surprised to see some of the new facilities 
and how the campus has grown.”
 Costello put himself through college, earning first an 
associate degree at what is now Southwestern Illinois College 
and then finishing his bachelor’s degree at Maryville. He 
believes that higher education is extremely important. “In 
government and in society in general, one of the major 
responsibilities we have is to make education and higher 
education affordable and accessible,” he stressed. Not 
surprisingly, his family shares his commitment to learning. 
Costello’s wife now serves as president of Southwestern 
Illinois College.

WHAt ADVICE DOES HE GIVE tO YOuNG VOtERS AND 
StuDENtS WHO MIGHt BE CONSIDERING A CAREER  
IN POLItICS?
 “I would advise anyone – and I try to visit two schools in 
my Congressional District every month – to get involved. 
Many people are turned off because of what is going on in 
Washington. But that is the exact reason we need reasonable, 
intelligent people to consider public service,” he says.
 “Like a lot of Catholics, I was inspired by Jack  
Kennedy when I was young,” he says. “ 

DOING THE PEOPLE’S WORK: U.S. Congressman Jerry Costello meets with rural 
constituents while back in his Southern Illinois district. Congressman Costello has 
traveled consistently to all areas of his district to hear concerns and gather feedback.
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Maryville University of St. Louis 
partnered with the higher education 
team at Scott Air Force Base 
and started offering a Master of 
Business Administration on base  
in October.
 The program is open to those 
military personnel, Department  
of Defense employees at Scott  
and the public. Students who  
enroll in the accredited MBA in  
the John E. Simon School of 
Business can choose an online  
or on-ground format.
 “No matter where you go, you 
can finish your MBA with us,”  
said Tyler Kostich, site director  
for Maryville at Scott AFB. “We 

designed our program with 
convenient eight-week classes 
for both on-ground and online 
students. Our on-ground classes 
meet one evening each week at the 
Education Building on base. Our 
online students can choose how 
and when to allocate their time to 
meet established course deadlines 
and requirements.”
 Maryville processes admissions 
applications quickly, he added. 
Prospective students have plenty 
of time to apply and register before 
the next classes.  
 Special tuition rates are available 
for active duty personnel, National 
Guardsmen and reservists and their 
spouses and children. Members of 
the U.S. Department of Defense and 
Civil Service personnel also qualify 
for special rate. In addition, classes 
are open to the public.
 “Having an advanced degree 
often paves the way for promotions 
and new opportunities in the armed 
forces, and an MBA can also help 
make the transition to civilian life 

smoother,” Kostich said, adding 
Maryville carries the Military 
Friendly School designation for the 
fourth straight year.
 To apply or learn more about 
the degree, coordinated through 
Maryville’s School of Adult and 
Online Education, contact Tyler 
Kostich at 618-256-4018  
or 1-888-264-0836.  

And there were others 
who encouraged me.  

 Paul Simon (the late Senator 
from Illinois) always did what was right, not what was 
politically correct.”
 His advice for first-time voters also reflects his practical 
approach. “Don’t just listen to what the candidates say, do 
some research and find out what they have done. That will be 
a pretty good indication of what they will do in the future,”  
he says.
 Many groups and organizations have honored Costello 
during his career. In January 2012, he received the Right Arm 
of St. Louis Award from the St. Louis Regional Chamber and 
Growth Association, the National Parks Conservation 
Association has named him a “Friend of National Parks,” and 
he received the National Farmers Union’s Golden Triangle 
Award—the organization’s highest legislative honor for his 
leadership on farm issues, to name just a few.

 During his tenure, communication with constituents also 
changed. his website was thorough and he communicated 
with constituents on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. 
  
WHAt MEANS tHE MOSt tO HIM WHEN HE LOOKS BACK 
ON NEARLY A quARtER CENtuRY Of PuBLIC SERVICE?
 “Well you know there are a number of things that come to 
mind, but probably if I had to name one it’s the reputation I’ve 
established as a member of Congress,” Costello says. “I think if 
you would talk to my colleagues, both past and present, I think 
I have a reputation as a person who gets things done, who 
works in a bipartisan way to find solutions as opposed to just 
making political points.”
 What is next? Costello says he is considering a variety of 
opportunities. “I want to take some good advice and enjoy 
some time away before I decide,” he says.  

RESEARCH CENTER NAMESAKE: The National Great Rivers Research and Education Center at Lewis and Clark Community College in East Alton, Ill., is named for U.S. 
Congressman Jerry Costello. Costello’s assistance in obtaining federal funding helped create the center.

Maryville University Launches MBA at Scott Air Force Base 
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F
ar from home and just a few weeks into her time at maryville, first- 

year student nia morgan had to make a lot of adjustments. the 18-year-old 
had taken on new studies as a biomedical sciences major, a new living situation 
and a new student work position in the Office for Student Involvement.
 despite all the changes, at least one aspect of her move to missouri went 

quite smoothly – her ability to vote in the 2012 elections. she picked up an 
application for a California absentee ballot on Gander Quad from a small group of 
students involved in livedemocracy, which was a campus-wide, nonpartisan effort 
to inform students about the issues and involve them in the political process.
 these students encouraged others to register to vote or to receive absentee ballots 
in the months prior to the Presidential election. they handed out red, white and blue 
t-shirts, promoting the effort to “educate, empower and engage” maryville students 
about the issues. 
 Maryville University students will be the first to tell you the student body, while 
bright and active in area communities, hasn’t always had a reputation for strong 
political involvement. some cite the university’s past reputation as a commuter 
campus; others point to a commitment to their personal studies that makes it seem 
difficult to stay knowledgeable about current events. Even as Maryville Student 
Government Senator Brady Griffith, 20, of Creve Coeur provided paperwork to other 
students to register as voters, he said he wanted to be better informed on the issues 
himself. “one issue [at maryville] is that we’re academically focused, with students 
devoted to their own studies or their own hobbies,” he explained. “we struggle to 
show that we’re involved with politics and the issues important to us.”
 In the fall of 2011, about 300 first-year students at Maryville took part in a well-
known freshman survey, conducted at many schools around the country. it showed 
when these maryville students were seniors in high school, they were less likely to 
have discussed politics, voted in a student election or demonstrated for a cause than 
many of their peers at other colleges and universities. that data is gathered by the 
California-based higher education research institute’s Cooperative institutional 
research Program.
 But those involved in livedemocracy hoped to change that. “you may just be one 
person, but you can make a difference,” said sophomore heather sprengel, 19, of 
maryland heights. several maryville students said they thought their peers started 
thinking more about politics when they focused on college-related issues, like tuition 
costs and financial aid. Sprengel said a closer look at health care laws might draw in 

Students focus on—and engage in—the political process 
during this election year

WATCH PARTY: Associate Vice President Alden 
Craddock, PhD, talks to students about the primary 
issues surrounding the 2012 campaign prior to the 
televised debate.

“Several Maryville students 

said they thought their 

peers would start thinking 

more about politics if they 

focused on college-related 

issues, like tuition costs 

and financial aid. ” 

 BY BETSY TAYLOR
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students, since many at maryville study 
in science and health fields. “These 
issues are going to affect our everyday 
lives; you just may not think that right 
now,” she noted.
 associate vice President alden 
Craddock, Phd, who is the director of 
maryville’s Center for Civic 
engagement and democracy, assembled 
a 2012 elections taskforce including 
students, faculty and staff. they created 
the livedemocracy program to have 
three phases called: an introduction to 
the elections, understanding the issues 
and making the decisions.
 “first of all, it has got to be fun,” 
Craddock said of the livedemocracy 
effort. two classes were offered, one by 
Craddock and another james harf, Phd, 
who is maryville’s director of the 
Center for Global education. for one of 
Harf’s first class assignments, he asked 
students to select an issue of interest to 
them and one that may also be relevant 

to the student’s major. he asked them to 
review the views of each presidential 
candidate and his party, if applicable. 
later assignments asked students to 
analyze the importance of particular 
swing states and, after the election, to 
write about why the winning candidate 
Barack obama carried the election.
 livedemocracy had a multimedia 
component, with electronic polls being 
conducted. students worked on a 
website with information about 
candidates, campaigns and the issues. 
“the information that has been shared is 
coming from their peers; it’s college 
students writing for other college 
students,” Craddock noted. there were 
debate watch parties, where students 
used and monitored social media during 
the event. Professors took part and 
spoke to the issues before and after  
the debate. 
 livedemocracy included a book 
club component, too, where the dr. 

mary ellen finch Center for teaching 
and learning provided copies of 
Predicting the Next President: The Keys  
to the White House 2012 by allan j. 
lichtman for those who wanted to read 
the book and then discuss it.
 Craddock explained that the campus-
wide efforts purposely avoided mock 
debates, where a student was asked  
to take a side and advance an argument. 
the purpose of livedemocracy  
wasn’t to have students stake out a 
particular point of view and defend  
it. rather, it was to learn about the 
democratic process, discover reliable 
sources that provide facts related to  
the issues and use that knowledge to 
decide who each student believed 
would best lead.
 “we don’t want people arguing their 
position without understanding the 
issues. make your decision about what 
you think would be best for the country 
based on the facts,” Craddock said.  

REAL-TIME REACTIONS: Students “tweet” their comments 
and opinions about the candidates’ performances during 
the first debate watch party on October 3.

 BY BETSY TAYLOR

Sidney Hastings
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FORMeR CBS NeWS ANChOR DAN RATheR, 

ReTIReD SeNATOR OLYMPIA SNOWe AND 

personal computing pioneer Steve 
Wozniak are among the luminaries 
scheduled to deliver remarks during the 
2013-14 Maryville University St. Louis 
Speakers Series.
 The announcement of next year’s 
line-up comes close on the heels of a 
successful 2012-13 Speakers Series 
featuring former Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice, former Utah 
Governor John huntsman and others.
 The lectures scheduled for the 16th 
season of the St. Louis Speakers Series 
will be presented at Powell hall. each 
lecture will be followed by a question 
and answer session.
 George Papandreou, former Prime 
Minister of Greece, will open the 2013-14 
Speakers Series on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 
addressing the global fiscal crisis and 
the future of the european Union. 
 Best-selling author Bill Bryson will 
bring his wit to the Speakers Series on 
Tuesday, Oct. 29. Bryson, known for his 
quirky comic sense, is the author of A 
Walk in the Woods and A Short History of 
Nearly Everything. 
 Former U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates will speak on Tuesday, 
Nov. 19. Gates is the only Secretary of 
Defense asked to remain in that office  
by a newly elected President. he 
previously served as CIA Director, and 
served nine years with the National 
Security Council, serving four 

Presidents of 
both political 
parties.
 Moving  
into 2014,  
the Speakers  
Series will 
welcome Steve 
Wozniak on 
Tuesday, Jan. 
28. Wozniak was a co-founder of  
Apple Computers in 1976 with the  
late Steve Jobs. More recently, he has 
been involved with charitable efforts 
focusing on computers in the classroom.
 Former Maine Senator Olympia 
Snowe will speak on Tuesday, Feb. 18. 
Serving in the Senate from 1994 to  
2012, Snowe was considered one of  
the most powerful women in 
Washington and worked tirelessly  
to bring about a bipartisan consensus  
on critical issues.
 Dan Rather, who witnessed and 
reported historic events ranging from 
the Civil Rights Movement to the 
terrorist attacks of 9/11, will bring his 
perspective on the news and current 
events to the Speakers Series on 
Tuesday, March 25.
 The series concludes on Tuesday, May 
6, with a lecture by Doris kearns 
Goodwin, the world-renowned, highly 
respected historian who wrote Team of 
Rivals about Abraham Lincoln and the 
cabinet members he appointed to advise 
him during the Civil War.  

S T .  L O U I S  S P E A K E R S  S E R I E S
2013–2014

a t  P o w e l l  S y m p h o n y  H a l l

Maryville University Proudly Presents    

George
Papandreou

Robert  
Gates

Olympia  
Snowe

Bill  
Bryson

Steve  
Wozniak

Dan  
Rather

Doris Kearns 
Goodwin

St. Louis Speaker Series tickets are available by calling (314) 534-1700 or online at 
www.StLouisSpeakersSeries.org. Tickets may be purchased for all seven lectures 
only; individual tickets are not sold.



Maryville University Alumni
Trip to France

Join Maryville alumni and friends on a 10-day tour throughout southern France, with 
two nights in Paris.  Then spend three nights delving into the culture of Provence, 
and finally on to the Riviera area.  

Two and one half days in Paris enjoying all major sites; then head south on the high-
speed train to explore history and culture of the ancient Roman city of Arles; stroll the 
streets that inspired Van Gogh; savor luxury at Belle Epoque Hotel for three nights; 
explore wine and chocolate country; see Avignon, the walled city of Popes; help 
create your own dinner with the help of a local chef; travel throughout beautiful 
provence and enjoy its scenery and products; visit lavender factory; medieval town of 
Gordes; visit Riviera gateway city of Antibes; visit famous perfumerie; Flower Market 
in Nice, splendor of Monaco; farewell dinner at quaint restaurant.

Tour cost is $3,999 for a double room and $4,899 for a single. Not included are 
seven lunches and four dinners.

ITINERARY

Day 1 – Overnight flight
Day 2 – Paris tour begins
Day 3 – Paris 
Day 4 – Paris
Day 5 – TGV train to Avignon; Arles
Day 6 – Arles – Orange – Chateauneuf-
             du-Pape –  Aignon – Arles
Day 7 – Arles – Les Baux de Provence – 
             St. Remy – Gordes – Arles
Day 8 – Arles – Antibes – Grase – Nice
Day 9 – Nice – Monaco – Nice
Day 10 – Tour ends 

EXPLORE SOUTHERN FRANCE AND PARIS

See Dr. James E. Harf
(jharf@maryville.edu)

314.529.9503

Treasures of France April 3-12, 2014
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Amanda Noe fox, ’09,  
and Andrew fox, ’09, ’10
“Amanda and I met on the very first 
night of our freshman year. We were 
both fortunate enough to receive 
Trustee Scholarships and were required 
to volunteer hours under the direction 
of Lynn Willits in the Career Education 
Office. Much of our initial interaction at 
Maryville came through participating in 
scholarship-related meetings or activities.
 As our freshman year came to a close, 
Amanda and I were both looking to move 
to the on-campus apartments (a difficult 
feat for a sophomore). I fell into an 
opening first, through a friend of a friend, 
followed a week later by Amanda, who 
was contacted by a friend of her family in 

need of a roommate to fill her apartment. 
As luck would have it, these apartments 
were in the same building, directly across 
from one another—an arrangement that 
persisted for the remainder of our years 
at Maryville.
 Amanda and I have so many 
wonderful memories from our time 
at Maryville—from our involvement in 
Student Government to late night walks 
around campus and cookouts at our 
apartments—but our favorite memory 
was serving as King and Queen of the 
2008 Fall Festival Dance, returning in  
the fall of 2009 to crown the next  
year’s couple.
 Working with Vice President of 
Student Life Nina Caldwell and then 

Associate Vice President of Marketing 
Marty Parkes, I was able to lure 
Amanda back to campus under the 
guise of starring in an alumni photo 
shoot. While the premise was a ruse, 
the photographer was real and fulfilled 
Amanda’s wish by capturing our special 
moment. After a successful proposal, 
we quickly toured campus taking 
engagement photos (while dodging 
downpours and tornadoes) on our way to 
the final surprise, a reception with family 
and friends in Buder Commons. The 
date, April 24, 2010, marked our four-
year anniversary, and one week later I 
graduated with my MBA, completing my 
Maryville tenure.”
—Andrew Fox, ’09, ’10

Maryville has provided the romantic backdrop for 
many happy couples to meet and fall in love over the years. Here are 

images and memories collected from just a small sample of alumni who 
found time to find the “love of their lives” while attending Maryville.

  C
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Jackie Meek Wood, ’06  
and Gary Wood, ’03, ‘04
“Gary and I actually met through mutual 
friends who attended Maryville. My best 
friend Amanda (Dierker, ‘03) went to 
Maryville, and one night I went out with 
her and some of her Maryville friends. 
Gary was part of the group that night.  
We talked only a little bit, but then the 
next day he asked his friend Valerie 
(Marshall, ‘03) to call my friend Amanda 
and get my phone number. We basically 
started dating then, and have been 
together ever since. We dated for five 
years before marrying in 2008 in Riviera 
Maya, Mexico.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 When I first started dating Gary he 
was working on his master’s in business 
administration at Maryville. I was 
currently attending another university 
and not particularly happy with the 
way my educational career was going. 
After several months, Gary finished 
his master’s and seeing that I was not 
getting very far in my educational career 
he thought that Maryville would be a 
better fit for me. I knew how much 
he enjoyed Maryville, and my friends 
also really liked it there so I decided to 
transfer. He was right. It really was a 
better environment for me and gave me 
the jumpstart I needed to finish up my 
degree. I received my BS in accounting 
information systems.
 “Gary is still active with the Maryville 
Young Alumni Board, and every year 
we still attend and he participates in the 
basketball alumni event.”
—Jackie Wood, ’06

Allyson Randolph Crust, ’09  
and Jacob Crust, ’10
“Jacob and I met in September of 2006. 
Jacob was a third-year nursing student 
while I was (at the time) a second-year 
occupational therapy student. I later 
changed my major to Organizational 
Leadership. We met through a mutual 
friend and Jacob’s roommate. I had heard 
from a friend that Jacob was going to ask 
me on a date, and knowing how nervous 
he was about asking me out, I plotted 
to respond with a “no” to see how he 
would react. After all of the blood drained 
from his face, I laughed it off and told 
him I would love to go on a date. Exactly 
five years to the day of that first date—
September 24, 2011—we were married 
in St. Louis. We now live in Ballwin, 
Mo., with our dog (affectionately named 
“Louie” after Maryville’s mascot). Jacob 
is a RN at Missouri Baptist Hospital and I 
serve as program coordinator for student 
involvement at Maryville.”
—Ally Randolph, ’09

Jason Byrne, ’02 and  
Hillary Schmidt Byrne, ’05
 “Hillary and I actually 
met during her freshman 
orientation. It was my senior 
year and I was one of the 
orientation leaders for her 
class. I spotted her right away 
and the chase was on. Quite hilarious 
actually that here I was, a senior, chasing 
after a freshman. I am pretty sure that 
I spent more time on campus that year 
than any previous year when I actually 
lived on campus. It became a routine for 
me to deliver 7-11 Slurpees to her, her 
roommate and nearly every girl on her 
hall at least twice a week. When I look 
back on it now, winning her over cost 
me a ton of money! We started dating in 
the middle of November and the rest is 
history. We were married a mere three 
months after Hillary graduated in 2005, 
and three years later, we had twin baby 
boys. Earlier this year, we welcomed 
our third son! Maryville was clearly the 
reason we were able to meet and fall in 
love, and we will never forget that.”
—Jason Byrne, ’02  

  C
ourtships

FAMILY OF FIVE:  
Jason and Hillary  
Byrne pose with their 
three sons Blake,  
Aiden and Carter.
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 Christie Cruise-Harper
Assistant  Dean of  Students  and  

Director  of  Multicultural  Programs
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When Christie Cruise-Harper started at Maryville 

University in the fall of 2011, she took a campus-wide, 

even community-wide, approach to multiculturalism. She 

often works with students traditionally underrepresented 

in higher education.

 From her first lunch during her job interview, she 

started meeting students and finding out ways they 

wanted to improve their Maryville experience, students 

from diverse backgrounds related to race, culture or 

sexual orientation. She has also worked with students 

from abroad or other parts of the country, newly arrived 

from the East or West coasts, who may be experiencing 

the Midwest for the first time. 

 The East St. Louis native, who lives in St. Louis 

County, is married to James Harper. He began working 

for Maryville’s Physical Plant department in the spring of 

2012. She has two grown stepchildren, Jamie and James 

Jr., and a “very spoiled” dog, T.C. 

 Cruise-Harper sat down with Betsy Taylor to talk about 

her commitment to weaving multiculturalism into the 

fabric of life at Maryville, so that it’s not just seen as her 

job, but everyone’s shared commitment. 

D
av

e 
A

m
br

os
e



spring 2013  [41]

[ q
&

A
 ] You’ve started your second year as assistant dean and 

director of multicultural programs. Could you tell me about 
some of the successes you’ve seen related to the academic 
and social needs of traditionally underrepresented students?
 A very important role to me is serving as an advocate for 
underrepresented students. And so it has been amazing to me, 
and really a blessing, to see the numbers of students who feel 
comfortable with me in such a short amount of time and want 
to come and share information with me.
 I’ve really been thankful for that because, as a new person 
(on campus), you have to build the relationship with students.  
And they have to feel comfortable with you, and comfortable 
knowing what they share you take seriously, and that you 
are going to move forward in terms of making things better 
for them on their behalf. They’ve entrusted me to be their 

voice when they didn’t feel like they had a voice. That has 
probably been the biggest success for me. Another area I 
think is a success is student involvement with the National 
Association for Student Personnel Administrators (NAPSA).  
It’s a national organization with an Undergraduate Fellows 
program to encourage undergraduates who are traditionally 
underrepresented in higher education to go into student affairs 
positions. We have a student who applied to that program and 
was accepted, and it has been awesome to watch her grow 
over the past year. 

What are the areas where Maryville still needs to  
make improvements? 
 One of the things that struck me this year is that there 
are pockets of people who understand or “get it,” who get 
the importance of diversity, the importance of how diversity 
contributes to academic learning outcomes.
 We know there are benefits to diversity in the classroom and 
at an institution. It’s more than the structural, more than just 
having people there, it’s what diverse ideas do for the learning. 
That is huge. One of our struggles is: how do we institutionalize 
diversity? How does it become something that’s more than just 
what the Office of Multicultural Programs does?
 It can’t just be the goal of my office or a few people 
because then it’s not going to work. It has to be important to 
the institution. It has to be the goal of everybody. And then 
we have to find ways to thread that throughout the fabric of 

the institution so that it’s the norm for our students, so that 
it’s not a scary thing to go to a program sponsored by the 
Office of Multicultural Programs. That it’s the norm because 
it’s embedded in the curriculum, so you’re doing this in class 
regularly, so it’s just a part of what it is that you do.

When you’re talking to students about their experience at 
Maryville, is there anything that really resonated with them 
this year in terms of new opportunities related to cultural 
education on campus?
 I did a cultural competency workshop for students where 
students learned about other races, cultures and backgrounds. 
Students provided feedback that they received information 
about what it means to be culturally competent they hadn’t 
considered before. They learned small things they can do (to 
show respect for other cultures.) It’s not this big, overwhelming 
experience where they have to go out and be Mohandas 
Gandhi or MLK (Martin Luther King Jr.) tomorrow. But they 
learned there are small things they can do to make a difference 
and (they thought about) where do you start with that? What 
does that mean?
 I use a framework for programming, related to cultural 
education, cultural engagement and cultural development.  
And so I try to do programs or events that could be considered 
low risk, medium risk, and those that might be a little bit  
more high-risk.
 The cultural engagement things, like an event called a Taste 
of Latin America, are usually low risk. You’re learning, but it’s 
more about the food, the music, the peer interaction, the fun. 
The cultural education things may be low-to-medium risk in 
terms of you doing a little bit more reflecting on your place in 
society and your role in terms of social justice.
 There are some things (Maryville offers) that are a little more 
“high risk” like the Tunnel of Oppression, where you walk 
through a display and are up close and personal with stories or 
images of oppression and different social justice issues. Last 
year was the second year, so this’ll be the third year.

And tell me what you mean about risk—risk in terms of the 
students putting themselves out there a little bit more?
 Yes, in terms of them having to put themselves out there 
and really having to explore themselves, their identity, their 
worldviews, the role that they play in oppression—those types 
of things—whether it be as a person who is receiving privilege 
or a person that’s disadvantaged. So yeah, risk in terms of them 
having to really put themselves out there and really explore 
their identity and consider the identities of others and how it 
impacts their relationships.  

 

“We know there are benefits to diversity in   

the classroom and at an institution. It’s more 

than the structural, more than just having 

people there, it’s what diverse ideas do for 

the learning. That is huge.” 



A BOBBLeheAD DOLL FROM The UNIVeRSITY BOOkSTORe 

WAS AMONG The INSPIRATIONS FOR The LATeST  

  incarnation of Louie—the canine mascot of Maryville 
University and the university’s sports teams.
 The new Louie—and his diminutive sidekick, Louie 
Jr.—debuted Thursday, Jan. 24, during a Maryville Saints 
basketball game at the John e. and Adaline Simon Athletic 
Center. According to Spirit Coordinator Georgia Prince, the 
university wanted a new Louie who was more accessible than 
the “old” Louie. 
 “We had a lot of people saying that he looked pretty mean,” 
Prince said. “Kids were afraid of him.”
 And little wonder. The original Louie costume featured a 
gruff countenance with bared teeth and an odd black 
“moustache” across the muzzle. Moreover, the 10-year-old 
costume was starting to fall apart, forcing the wearer to move 
about with care, lest a head or paw fall off in front of bleachers 
full of fans.
 “We took the character and updated it to make it more 
current,” Prince said. “We wanted a mascot that was more 
approachable and more kid-friendly.”
 As part of the process, Prince found a bobblehead doll in the 
University Bookstore that seemed to portray a more “user 
friendly” Louie. That image, paired with aspects of the current 

Saints team logo, morphed into the new 
Louie. Five mascot companies submitted 

proposals for designing and building the 
new suit.

     Judging from the reaction from 
students and fans, the new Louie hit 
the mark. In an online survey 
conducted on the Maryville sports 
website, fully 70 percent of those 
responding said they loved the new 

Louie. Nearly 30 percent said they 
preferred the new Louie over the old one. 

     Adding to the charm of a 
revisionist St. Bernard, 
Louie now has a sidekick— 
a puppy known as Louie Jr. 
    “We thought it would be 
fun to create another 
character for Louie to 
interact with,” Prince said. 

The addition of a sidekick is 
a trend among many college 

mascot programs.
     Additionally, Louie Jr. fills 

the need for a slightly smaller 
costume for some female 
members of the mascot team.  

“The original Louie is six feet tall,” 
Prince said. “We couldn’t have Louie being 
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Maryville 

University 

introduces a 

new version 

of its beloved 

mascot. . . 

along with a 

new friend
BY DAVE AMBROSE
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six-foot one day and five-foot the next because of who was 
wearing the costume.”
 Since there is no Mrs. Louie, the arrival of a puppy in 
January required some explanation, Prince said. Fans present 
for the unveiling of the two new mascots were told that Louie 
had spent part of winter break at the local humane Society 
shelter, where he discovered a St. Bernard puppy who “looked 
just like him,” Prince said. “When it was time to leave, Louie 
just couldn’t come home without the puppy.”
 The adoption backstory dovetails with the 
university’s commitment to community 
involvement and its close association with the 
Humane Society. Last year, for example, “old” 
Louie participated in a Race for Rescues 
which promoted adoption of shelter pets. 
 The decision to reinvent Louie was driven 
by several factors, according to Prince. First, 
there was the issue of Louie’s former, 
somewhat menacing appearance. Then there 
was the problem of an aging costume. The old 
suit was made entirely of faux fur, which made 
the experience of wearing it unbearably hot.
 “It was literally like putting on a dog coat,”  
Prince said. “And it was falling apart.”
 At the same time, more students were expressing  
an interest in being a part of the mascot team.
 “We went from having to practically beg 
students to put on the costume,” Prince noted, 
“to having a lot of students saying they really 
wanted to be a mascot.” With more students 
expressing an interest in participating, Prince 
wanted to make sure the costume was as 
comfortable as possible.
 Also driving the decision was the school’s 
recent transition into Division II sports. 
 “We just felt it was time,” said Prince.
 Prince said she started researching the world 
of sport team mascots. She soon learned that the 
people who portray mascots orbit in their own sphere. 
Like cheerleaders and dance teams, they participate in mascot 
camps, mascot competitions and mascot training.
 Armed with such information, Prince convinced the Athletic 
Director and university administrators of the need for a new 
mascot costume. 
 “It was really important for us to invest in this for our 
students,” she said, “to give them something they could be 
proud of.”
 In the world of team mascots, Louie is a relative newcomer. 
Maryville’s first mascot, also a St. Bernard, came on the scene in 
1994. The inaugural mascot was named Bosco, after St. Giovanni 
Melchior Bosco, an Italian priest elevated to sainthood in 1907. 
 In addition to serving as a mascot for Maryville’s athletic 
teams, Bosco also participated in charitable events and 

university programs. One of the students wearing the costume, 
a survivor of childhood cancer, made frequent visits to nearby 
St. Luke’s Hospital to visit with and entertain sick children.
 By 2003, the luster had worn off Bosco and the school sought 
a new mascot reflecting the symbolic ferocity of the Maryville 
athletic teams. A designer in Columbia, Mo., helped shepherd 
the Louie design to completion. Louie the First served the 
university until the new Louie was unveiled this year.

 The life span for most university mascot costumes, 
Prince noted, is about eight to 10 years.

      The creation of a new Louie and the 
development of Louie Jr. portends a bright 

future for the Maryville mascot program, 
according to Prince. In recent months, 
students involved with the mascot 
program have been able to meet and 
work with professional performers who 
portray the St. Louis Cardinals’ Fred 
Bird, Rampage of the St. Louis Rams and 

Louie the Bear from the St. Louis Blues 
hockey team.

       The Blues mascot performer actually      
        came onto campus to conduct training   

                 sessions on how to be a great mascot.
        A key to Louie and Louie Jr. is that they 

have the same personality regardless of who is in 
the suit. “It’s all anonymous,” Prince said. 

“No one knows who’s wearing the suit, nor 
should they know.”
     Among Louie’s character traits are 
confidence, strength and friendliness. 
     “He appears strong, but friendly,” 
Prince said, to ensure he is able to 
interact with fans, students and children.
        Louie Jr. is described as curious and 

playful, a bit shy but yet friendly toward 
fans and kids.

    Fan reaction to the new duo has been 
extremely positive, Prince said. 

 “They love him,” she said of the new Louie. “And 
they love the puppy. I think they (students and fans) were 
ready for Louie to be more relevant.”
 She said she is well pleased with the new costumes.
 “The functionality of the suit was extremely important to 
me,” she said. The new suits are cooler to wear and easier to 
move around in. Electric fans built into the costumes’ 
enormous headgear also helps to keep students wearing them 
cool.  “You can’t ask students to portray a character and not be 
comfortable in the suit.”
 The two Louies will, of course, appear at university sporting 
events, but also will make appearances at community events 
and on-campus functions. “They’re a great representation of 
the university,” she said.  
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WheN eRIC NeWBY BeGAN RehABILITATIVe TheRAPY 

IN 2006 AFTeR BeING PARALYZeD IN A CRASh, he 

repeatedly viewed the now well-known documentary 
Murderball about the high-performing, high-contact U.S. 
Wheelchair Rugby Team. Recently, Newby himself was named 
a member of that same national team, which will train to reach 
the 2016 Paralympics in Brazil.
 “It was a goal of mine,” Newby says. The 24-year-old 
Maryland heights resident lifts weights and trains in a 
specially designed rugby wheelchair three or four days a week.  
In 2009, he was named to a developmental team that played in 
Brazil and Mexico, and in December he joined about 40 U.S. 
players who were invited to try out for the national team in 
Birmingham, Ala. Three other members of his St. Louis Rugby 
Rams team, coached by Sue Tucker, have also been named to 
the national team.  
 The Paralympics are held immediately following the 
Olympic Games, and bring together athletes with disabilities 
from around the world at the highest levels of competition.  
As Newby’s friend, 20-year-old junior Tyler Juengst notes,  
“It’s not every day you meet an Olympian.”
 Newby has been playing wheelchair rugby for six years, 
beginning the same year he was injured. he was celebrating 
graduation from Nashville Community high School in 
southern Illinois with a couple of friends, he recalls. They had  
 

 

too much to drink. Someone else got behind the wheel, and a 
crash led to Newby’s paralysis. No one else was seriously injured.
 During his rehabilitation, wheelchair rugby gave him an 
opportunity to return to athletic involvements that had been 
important to him. 
 “Whenever you are disabled, people look at you like you are 
fragile,” he says, “This breaks through those stereotypes.”
 The fast-paced sport has different rules from traditional 
rugby, and players score a point in a four-on-four game when 
they get two wheels of their chair across the goal line. It is a 
contact sport. Newby said his family and friends have been 
supportive, and his continued high level of athletic training 
has been important to him. 
 “I got pretty `thick’ after I got hurt,” he says. 
 his sport also can be expensive, with specialized 
wheelchairs being used and no dedicated source of funding. 
There is funding for training and travel for those on the 
national team, however.
 Newby became a student at Maryville after he met another 
Maryville student, psychology major emily klein, at a bar.  
he was studying at another university, and she suggested he 
might like Maryville better. She later became his wife, and both 
Newbys are enjoying their studies here.  
 The Maryville senior said he ultimately would like to use  
his graphic design skills and interest in athletics to do branding  
         and advertising for a sports team.   
          Juengst, a St. Peters 

resident, has worked  
with Newby on photo 

projects, including a 
photo class shoot last 
year where Newby 
was supposed to 
recreate scenes 
from a children’s 
book. They 
disassembled 

Newby’s wheelchair 
and documented 

Juengst carrying pieces 
of it up the stairs of the 

Gateway Arch. The photo series 
commented on the lack of wheelchair 
accessibility at the Arch steps. It also 
captured the essence of a children’s 
book, a classic story of using 
determination to succeed: The Little 
Engine that Could.  

Murderball     
BY BETSY TAYLOR
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Disabled Maryville 
student joins U.S 

Wheelchair Rugby  
Team, heads for 

2016 Paralympics  

Tyler Juengst
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The MARYVILLe 

UNIVeRSITY 

women’s 
basketball team 
took its run all  

the way to the 
championship game of 

the 2013 Deaconess Great Lakes Valley 
Conference Tournament at Ford Center 
in evansville March 10 before losing to 
top-seed Lewis University 76-61.
 Maryville entered the tournament  
by virtue of winning the GLVC West 
Division outright, beating University  
of Missouri-St. Louis 69-61 at home on 
Feb. 28. Playing without senior Abby 
Duethman, who was sidelined at the 
end of the season with an injury, the 
Saints earned a No. 2 seed at the  
tourney and hoped to become the first 
team to win back-to-back GVLC 
tournament championships.

 While the team fell short, Maryville 
fans were not disappointed, enjoying 
some of the tournament’s best games. 
With two free-throws in the last 12.9 
seconds of the quarterfinal game against 
William Jewell, junior Samantha 
Robison moved Maryville ahead 62-61. 
Despite two last-minute attempts from 
William Jewell, that was enough to put 
the W in Maryville’s column.
 Semifinal action against Kentucky 
Wesleyan on March 9 was another 
thriller. Senior kayla Person ran down 
the lane, sinking a basket with just 5.4 
seconds left in the game. The bucket 
brought the score to 63-62 in Maryville’s 
favor and the Saints held on for the win.
 Both sophomore Shelby Miller and 
Robison earned places on the GVLC 
All-Tournament Team. Maryville 
women ended their 2012-2013 season 
with a 19-10 record.  

Saints Win GVLC West Division;
Advance to Championship 

Though knocked from the Great Lakes 
Valley Conference Tournament in the first 
round of play, the Maryville University 
men’s basketball team ended the season 
with a record number of wins.

 

Seeded at No. 4, the Maryville Saints 
fell, 53-48, to Bellarmine, No. 5, in the 
quarterfinals of the Deaconess GLVC 
Tournament, Thursday, March 6, at 
Ford Center, Evansville, Ind. Earlier this 
season, on Jan. 12, the Saints narrowly 
defeated Bellarmine, 69-65, on the 
Maryville home court. It was Maryville’s 
first win over a nationally ranked team.
 Additionally, three Maryville players 
earned all-conference honors in the 
GLVC. Asa Toney, a junior guard from 
Germantown, Tenn., was a unanimous 
selection to the 2013 GLVC first team. 
Sophomore guard Armon Provo, 
Oklahoma City, was named second-

team All-Conference, and Gerald Shaw, 
a forward from Houston, Texas, earned 
All-Defensive Team honors.
 The Saints’ conference tournament 
appearance came shortly after the team 
set a new school record for the number 
of wins in a single season on Feb. 21 at 
University of Illinois at Springfield. The 
team followed up two weeks later with  
a 74-65 win over University of Missouri-
St. Louis, to assure a spot in the  
GLVC tournament. 
 The victory over UMSL brought to 
23 the number of wins on the Saints’ 
schedule this year. The previous record 
was 21 wins set by the 1978-79 team.  

MOVING THE BALL: Maryville sophomore Shelby Miller looks 
for an opening during the championship game against 
Lewis University, Romeoville, during the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference Tournament in Evansville, Ind.

HEAVY TRAFFIC: Junior guard Asa Toney battles his 
way toward the basket as the Saints take on UMSL  
on Feb. 28 at Maryville.

[SaintsNews]

MEN’S BASKETBALL ENDS SEASON WITH RECORD NUMBER OF WINS
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MARYVILLe UNIVeRSITY hAS WeLCOMeD 

FOUR NeW COACheS TO ITS AThLeTICS 

programs in recent months. Seth Von 
Behren was named head baseball coach 
in August, and Peter hantack was 
tapped as head coach for the men’s and 
women’s tennis teams. More recently, 
the university named Liz kelly as head 
softball coach, and Mandy Chun as the 
school’s first women’s swimming and 
diving coach.

VON BEHREN  has 10 seasons of 
experience as an assistant coach at the 
NCAA Division I and II levels, including 
coaching at West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania, College of Charleston and 
South Alabama. The new baseball coach 
said he will create a program that strives 
to win every day. “We want to win in 
the classroom, on the baseball field and 
in the community,” he said. 
 Von Behren has coached 33 All-
Conference players. Twenty of his 
former players signed professional 
contracts, including current New York 
Yankee Brett Gardner. Von Behren 
guided eight All Americans, including 
2006 Baseball Academic All-American of 
the Year Phillip Coker.
 Von Behren attended Illinois State 
University, where he was a four-year 
starter in the infield. Von Behren’s teams 
averaged more than 30 wins a season 
during his playing career. he is still 
ISU’s all-time leader in runs scored (184) 
and putouts (1,126), ranks second in hits 
(262), is tied for second in doubles (58), 
and is third in RBI (158).

Newly named tennis coach HANtACK 
comes to the Saints from Le Tourneau 
University in Texas.
 “We have great student-athletes here 
at Maryville, and we can be competitive 
in the Great Lakes Valley Conference, a 
league I know well both as a player and 
a coach,” Hantack says. “I look forward 
to helping develop young men and 
women on and off the tennis court.”

 hantack spent one season as Le 
Tourneau head men’s and women’s 
tennis coach, increasing the Yellowjacket’s 
win total from six to 13. Prior to Le 
Tourneau, hantack served two years as 
the top assistant coach for Northwest 
Missouri State University. he helped 
steer the Bearcats to back-to-back Missouri 
Intercollegiate Athletics Association 
championships in 2010 and 2011 and 
coached the MIAA Player of the Year.
  Hantack’s experience includes three 
summer sessions as the head pro at the 
konsberg Tennisklubb in konsberg, 
Norway. he also works as the tennis pro 
at the Frontenac Racquet Club in St. Louis.
  hantack played collegiate tennis at 
UMSL and still holds the school record 
for career singles victories with 64.
kelly is a 15-year coaching veteran with 
experience spanning NCAA and 
international softball, including 
coaching at the 2008 Olympic Games  
in Beijing, China.
 
KELLY spent four years as the head 
coach of the Netherlands Olympic 
Softball team working in Amsterdam.
  An experienced collegiate coach, 
kelly was head coach at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, from 1995 
through 2001.
  kelly began her coaching career as an 
assistant at California State University, 
Chico. After four seasons, she took her 
first head coaching position at 
Livingston (Ala.) University. Kelly then 
took the head coaching position at 

Miami (Ohio) University. She comes to 
Maryville after working the past four 
years at the International Softball 
Federation in Plant City, Fla.
 As a softball player at Utah State, she 
helped the Aggies win the 1981 AIAW 
National. She was inducted into the 
Saratoga high and Utah State 
University halls of fame. 

The inaugural competitive season for the 
Maryville women’s swimming and diving 
team will begin during the 2013-14 
academic year with CHuN at the helm.
 Chun has been the head boys and 
girls swimming and diving coach at 
Francis howell high School in St. 
Charles, Mo., since August 2009. During 
her time there, she coached four 
Missouri state champions in swimming 
and two NISCA All-Americans. 
 Chun worked as an assistant swim 
coach and camp counselor at the 
University of Texas Swim Camp where 
she worked weekly with campers from 
the ages of eight to 18 and helped them 
develop proper stroke techniques. While 
in Austin, Texas, Chun assisted 
numerous noted coaches, including 
Olympic head coach eddie Reese, 
former Georgia and SeC Championship 
women’s coach Carol Capitani, as well 
as Olympic gold medalists Ian Crocker, 
Aaron Piersol and Brendan hansen.
  Chun is a 2008 graduate of 
Lindenwood University in St. Charles, 
Mo., where she currently is pursuing her 
master’s degree in teaching.  

Maryville Welcomes New Coaches

Von Behren Hantack Kelly Chun
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Maryville Welcomes New Coaches

It’s been a 
good year for 

Maryville University head 
women’s basketball coach 

Chris Ellis, ’84. In addition to being 
inducted into the Missouri Basketball 

Coaches Association Hall of Fame last 
spring, Ellis recently posted his 200th win  
at Maryville.
 Ellis was honored during an April 28 
ceremony at the Missouri Sports Hall of 
Fame in Springfield, Mo. He was one of 
eight inductees in this class.  
 Ellis said he was humbled and grateful 
to be nominated by his peers for the honor. 
 “As all coaches who have been in the 
profession for even a short time know, 
it truly is all about the players you have 
and the help you receive,” he said. “I 
have been more than blessed with some 
amazingly talented and dedicated kids 
and assistant coaches over the past  
28 seasons.”
 He thanked all the players he coached 
at Valley Park, Parkway West, Webster 
Groves and Parkway South high schools 
and at Maryville University. 
 “I would also like to thank all the 
administrations who have supported 
my teams’ efforts over the years, but 
especially at Maryville where the support 
from the athletic directors for whom I 
have worked, as well as the President 
have been unparalleled. Every coach 
should be as fortunate,” he said.   
 “On a personal level, I would like to 
extend a special thanks to our players 
and coaching staff from this year’s 
edition of the Maryville Saints,” Ellis said. 
“It was truly a magical run to the Great 
Lakes Valley Conference Championship 
and subsequent NCAA Division II 
Tournament, making this past season 

one of the most enjoyable, satisfying 
and certainly unforgettable of my career. 
Finally, a huge heartfelt thanks to my 
family —my wife, Kelli, daughter, Zoe, 
and son, Drew, whose lives often have 
to revolve around mine from October 
through March every year.”   
 Close on the heels of his Hall of Fame 
honor, the Maryville University women’s 
basketball team delivered Coach Ellis his 
200th Maryville win with a 56-39 victory 
over Missouri S&T on Saturday, Jan. 26, 
at Maryville.
 Ellis said he didn’t consider the 
significance of the win until “after  
the buzzer.”
 “I didn’t think about it until getting 
back in the hallway,” he said.
 During the 2011-12 season, Ellis 
guided the Saints, in their first season 
of eligibility in Division II, to the Great 
Lakes Valley Conference Tournament 
championship title and their first NCAA 
Tournament bid in Division II. 
 Since being elevated to a Division 
II school, the wins have been harder 
to come by for Maryville, Ellis 
acknowledged. “Every Division II win  
is a cherished win,” he said.
 Ellis was named St. Louis 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(SLIAC) Coach of the Year for four 
consecutive years, while leading his 
squad to six consecutive undefeated 
seasons in conference play from 2003-

2009. He was recognized by the WBCA 
for surpassing the 500 career win mark 
with Maryville’s victory against Eureka 
College on Feb. 14, 2009. The Saints 
made six NCAA Division III Tournament 
appearances with Ellis as coach, and 
they became the first team in school 
history to make the second round of 
the NCAA Tournament in 2005-06. The 
Saints set the NCAA Division III record 
for consecutive conference wins at 92, 
which ended with a victory just prior to MU 
moving up to Division II and the GLVC.  
 Ellis, the winningest coach in Maryville 
history, is in his 12th season as head 
coach. He has compiled a 200-113 record 
at Maryville. His career record over nearly 
three decades of coaching is 554-230.
 Ellis took over at his alma mater 
in 2001-02 after spending 18 years 
coaching at the high school level and one 
year coaching at the professional level.   
 “Every day that I coach, I’m reminded 
that if you don’t have good players and 
good assistant coaches, you don’t have 
anything,” he said. “It’s more about them 
than anything else. I think every head 
coach knows that.”
 Ellis, a graduate of Maryville, earned 
his bachelor’s in Education in 1984 and 
later received his master’s in Education 
from Lindenwood University in 1998. 
While at Maryville, Ellis was a member 
of the men’s basketball team that went 
60-14 from 1981-84.  

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
COACH ENTERS HALL 
OF FAME, POSTS 200TH 
MARYVILLE WIN

CELEBRATION: Maryville Saints players Abby Duethman and Kate Childs join Coach Chris Ellis to celebrate his 
200th win at Maryville.
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A COUPLe OF ShOULDeR SURGeRIeS AND 

A LOT OF RehABILITATION WORk LeD 
Maryville junior Andrew Naegeli to 
both a Division II honor—and a decision 
about what his major should be. Naegeli 
was named the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference baseball freshman of the 
year in Maryville’s first year as a 
Division II school. he was also named to 
the 2nd team All-GLVC West Division.
 Naegeli, 20, of south St. Louis  
County, credits his coaches (and the 
whole team) with helping him earn the 
accomplishment. But Maryville alumnus 
and physical therapist Brian Becker, ’87, 
played a role, too—not just in his 
athletic feats but also in helping Naegeli 
determine his academic path. Naegeli 
had two shoulder surgeries prior to his 
first baseball season at Maryville. They 
weren’t from any particular injury; he 
just had difficulties from years of use. 
 During Naegeli’s first season at 
Maryville, he thought his recovery was 
right on track during practices. “I 
played in the first game. I tried to make 
some throws, and it didn’t go well, so 
my physical therapist said we had to 

start all over again.” Naegeli sat out the 
season, worked with Becker to rehab his 
shoulder and played this past season as 
a redshirt freshman. As Naegeli worked 
with the physical therapist, he decided 
that he should become one. “I’d had  
two surgeries and then I had so much 
physical therapy, it really got me 
motivated,” Naegeli says. 
 Naegeli returned to the field in 
2011-12. This past spring, he had a .394 
batting average, which was third in the 
GLVC. he set a freshman record, with 
63 hits and 22 multi-hit games. He led 
the team with 30 runs scored and an 
on-base percentage of .430, with six 
doubles, one triple and 15 RBIs. he also 
had no fielding errors in 43 chances.
 While rehabbing, Naegeli took classes 
that mirrored the starting courses of 
students in their first year of the 
doctorate of physical therapy program. 
he learned more about the profession 
even as he rehabbed his own shoulder. 
“I think it’s really cool to go into a 
physical therapy clinic,  
and to go through exactly what you’re 
studying.” Naegeli says of Becker, “He’s 

been a big influence on me and helped 
me get back on the field. I’m really 
appreciative of everything he did.”
 Becker, co-owner of Phoenix Physical 
Therapy in south St. Louis County, says 
he worked with Naegeli on regaining 
his full range of motion, strengthening 
his rotator cuff, shoulder blade and on 
functional therapy to help the student 
return to throwing and hitting the 
baseball. he says he encouraged Naegeli 
to consider physical therapy as a career, 
and spoke in support of the education 
he had personally received at Maryville. 
Becker was excited when he heard of 
Naegeli’s GLVC honor. “It was pretty 
amazing, considering how long of a 
road he had to come back and play 
sports again,” Becker says.
 And listening to Naegeli, it’s clear 
working toward a doctorate while 
excelling at baseball isn’t easy. “You’ve 
got to do your homework. You may 
have practice for three or four hours. 
You’ve really got to use your time 
wisely,” Naegeli explains, adding 
another little helpful piece of advice  
for athletes pursuing vigorous studies. 
“You really can’t take that two-hour nap 
you want to take,” he notes.  

Baseball Freshman of the Year   
Finds Career Calling  BY BETSY TAYLOR
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BACK ON TRACK: Andrew Naegeli recovered from two shoulder surgeries with the help of Maryville alumnus 
Brian Becker, ’87, and set a freshman record with 63 hits in the 2011-12 season.
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(NDA) camp held at Lindenwood University in August. NCA and NDA 
Nationals is the largest Collegiate National Championship in the world. 
Maryville was awarded first place for Collegiate Best Team Dance, a 
superior rating in their team evaluation and a bronze bid for NDA Nationals, 
which will be held April 10-14 in Daytona Beach, Fla. Attending NDA camp 
and qualifying for NDA Nationals is a first for Maryville University.
  “We are thrilled to have received a bid for NDA Nationals. This is a 
major accomplishment for our program as we enter our third year as a 
competitive collegiate dance team,” said Georgia Prince, head cheer and 
dance coach, about the accomplishment.  

Dancing Their Way to Daytona

Maryville Senior  
Sets Record as Top Scorer
MARYVILLe SAINTS BASkeTBALL 

STANDOUT ABBY DUeThMAN MAY hAVe 

sidelined by an injury late in the season, 
but she had plenty of time on the court 
to set records as the University’s top 
scorer and rebounder.
 With four games left in regular season 
play, the 5-10 senior sustained a knee 
injury during a Feb. 14 game with 
Rockhurst College. The injury was 
expected to keep Duethman out of play 
for the remainder of the regular season, 
though she and Coach Chris ellis held 
out hope that she might be able to return 
for post-season play.
 Duethman scored the 1,330th point of 
her career with a short jumper Jan. 12, in 
Moloney Arena against Bellarmine. The 
previous record of 1,329 points was set 
by heather Toma who played during the 
1987-91 seasons. Duethman’s milestone 
score came with just 2:36 left to play in 
the game. The Saints went on to defeat 
Bellarmine, 84-63.
 In addition to setting a new record for 
scoring, Duethman broke the school 
record for rebounding during a game 
against Drury on Feb. 9, also at home. 

The previous record of 616 was set by 
Julie Kellogg and had stood since 1987. 
Duethman now has 633 career boards.
In late February, Duethman was leading 
the Great Lakes Valley Conference in 
rebounding (9.9) and is fourth in scoring 
(15.9). She was shooting 50 percent from 
the field, leading the team in steals (39) 
and was second in assists (47). She 
ranked 24th in the country with nine 
double-doubles this season. She is 21st 
in the country in rebounding.
 Coach Chris ellis said Duethman  
has given the team “just an incredible 
performance” during her basketball 
career with Maryville.
 With a total of 1,463 points, 
Duethman has averaged “almost 60 
points per game, “ Ellis said. “It’s 
quarter of all our points scored.  
I just can’t say enough great things 
about her.”
 For her part, Duethman remains 
humble.
 “It’s such an honor,” she said of her 
record-breaking score. “I couldn’t have 
done it without the support of my 
teammates and my coaches.”  

DRIVING: Maryville senior Abby Duethman heads for the basket 
during a game with Bellarmine at Maryville. Despite being 
injured late in the season, Deuthman had a stellar year.
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DEREK KUEKER, ’05, IS A FULL-TIME ACTUARY. 

AND A PART-TIMe BReWeRY OWNeR.

 kueker and his brother, Jared, have 
opened a tasting room and brewery 
along the main drag in the rural farming 
community of Red Bud, Ill., located 
about 40 miles southeast of St. Louis. A 
storefront window has been stenciled 
with a new, spiffy logo for their 
business, kaskaskia Brewing Co.
 What began as a hobby just a few 
short years ago has grown into a 
business venture for the two. 
 The day the Belgian beer giant InBev 
bought St. Louis-based Anheuser-Busch, 
Jared kueker went out and purchased a 

book about home brewing. The brothers 
began brewing beer together, from a 
light, crisp blonde beer to a dark porter, 
flavored with a touch of vanilla. Their 
brews were well-received, first by 
friends and family, and then with the 
general public when selling out at beer 
festivals and special events in the area. 
They decided to open up a brewery in 
their hometown.
 It’s a nights-and-weekends job, with 
Derek kueker, 29, keeping busy at 
Reinsurance Group of America, Inc. 
(RGA) in St. Louis County. His brother 
Jared, 27, still works as a mechanical 
engineer in Illinois. As befits an 

actuary—a profession that deals with 
the financial impact of uncertainty—
Derek didn’t want to assume too much 
risk with the brewery opening. They 
researched the market and how to buy 
quality equipment, but did not spend  
so much on the enterprise that it 
worried them.
 They installed much of their beer-
brewing equipment themselves, even 
designing a walk-in cooler and 
constructing the wooden bar on site in 
Red Bud. A friend hand-burned the 
wooden beer taps for them, so customers 
at area bars will see their distinct logo 
when they want a kaskaskia beer. They 

The Business of Brewing: 
Family Style  
BY BETSY TAYLOR

BREW MASTER: Brewery owner Derek Kueker, ’05, checks a sample of beer inside Kaskaskia Brewing Co., his micro-brewery located in Red Bud, Ill.

[AlumniNews&Notes]
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figured out how to self-distribute their 
beverages, and will offer menus from 
area restaurants in their tasting room, so 
people can order a bite to eat from a 
restaurant just across the way if they get 
hungry. It’ll boost business in the area, 
but keep the kuekers from having to 
focus on the food. “Our intention is to be 
a brewery. We never wanted to be a bar,” 
Derek kueker says. 
 Derek explains while many small 
breweries have sprung up in Missouri 
near St. Louis, a city with a long brewing 
history, they’re much less common in 
southern Illinois. But, the brothers are 
working to assist others who are trying 
to open breweries in the region. Derek 
explains if there are a few micro-
breweries in a region, people may come 
from farther distances to taste samples 
from a few separate businesses. 
 They’ve also learned a lot along the 
way. Derek says, despite the fact that he 
didn’t want the overall business to 
include a great financial risk, he does 
like taking a few chances when first 
crafting a beer. A fan of spicy food, he 
created a “very unique habanero beer,” 
which includes a little kick from natural 
pepper flavor. “I like to throw things in 
a pot and see if we make magic. Why 
not?” he says. Once they find a brew 
they like, they work on creating it 
consistently, so customers receive the 
same taste each time they order the 
same beer.
 Kueker and his wife Melinda (Magee) 
kueker, ‘05, ‘06, have one-year-old, 
Makayla. Melinda kueker, who works as 
a physical therapist at Rehab Choice in 
Bridgeton, Mo., is not normally a beer 
connoisseur, but says kaskaskia has 
come up with an American wheat beer 
that she enjoys. She and Jared’s wife, 
Crystal, are supporting the venture by 
assisting with the overall look of the 
brewery, its décor and furniture.
 The kueker brothers attended a beer 
school in Colorado, and learned from 
many other brewers. At their tasting 
room, shiny stainless steel tanks and 
other equipment have been installed  
and several batches of beer were recently 

available, including a tasty brown ale 
sampled by visitors. A restaurant just 
down the street, “The Office,” was 
serving Kaskaskia’s amber ale on tap, 
with requests from three more area  
bars to begin offering kaskaskia 
Brewing Co. beverages.
 This fall, Derek and Jared were taking 
turns working weekends in their tasting 
room. Using tanks and equipment on 
the first floor and in the basement of 
their small brewery, Derek kueker 
explained that they first create mash, a 
mix of grains and water set at a specified 
temperature to “grab the sugars out of 
the grains.” From there, they make 
sparge, where water is trickled over the 
grain to get the last of the sugars from it, 
and then the liquid is sent to a boil 

kettle. In this kettle, the water is boiled 
and hops are added to produce the level 
of desired bitterness in the beer. After 
the liquid is cooled, it is transferred 
downstairs to a fermenter, where yeast is 
added to create the beer. “It’s flat, warm 
beer, but it’s turned into beer 
nonetheless,” Derek Kueker explains. 
From there, the beer moves into a bright 
tank, where it is carbonated and cooled. 
Once it’s ready for drinking, the beer  
can be poured into a keg or bottles  
for consumption.
 Derek says brewing the beer can be 
even more fun than imbibing it. 
 “I like the events, talking to people 
about it,” he says. “I have more fun 
serving beer and not drinking than 
going to events and drinking beer.”  

DUAL IDENTITY: Kueker is a full-time actuary and part-time brewery owner. His Kaskaskia Brewing Co. is located on 
the main street in Red Bud, Ill.
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STEP INSIDE BARNEY’S BAR-B-Q IN ELLISVILLE, MO., AND THE 

AMBIANCe TeLLS YOU ThIS JOINT IS The ReAL DeAL. TheRe ARe 

dirt floors, wooden tables covered with red-and-white checked 
tablecloths and a blazing fire where oak barrel remnants are 
being burned to produce charcoal for the ribs, chicken, pork 
and other open pit-style cooking in the kitchen.
 Three generations of Trent Toone’s family have owned and 
operated Barney’s, which celebrated its 50th season in 2012. 
Toone, ‘88, actually started running Barney’s while he was an 
undergraduate at Maryville studying business management.  
“I took it over after my freshman year in college, so I was 19,” 
he explains. 
 Toone’s grandparents, Barney and Carmon Carver, opened 
Barney’s in 1963, after Barney retired from the area Chrysler 
plant. It’s only open for lunch and dinner on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays between Memorial Day weekend and 
the weekend after Labor Day. 
 “The whole business is a passion for me,” Toone says. “I 
love to barbeque, and there’s the fun of having people coming 

to your place and wanting to get your food.” There’s no 
question it’s still a family enterprise. Toone’s mother, Brenda 
Toone, bakes the well-known pumpkin cake for sale at 
Barney’s, and during a visit last summer, Toone’s wife, Lisa, 
stopped by to say “hello.” 
 Toone describes Barney’s barbeque as Kentucky/Carolina-
style. The meat is basted with a thin spicy and sweet sauce 
while it cooks. 
 Though Toone grew up in Chesterfield, he lived on campus 
while a student at Maryville. he called the arrangement “the 
best of both worlds” because he got to experience campus life, 
but also visit home when he wanted. he recalls that he had a 
knack for parking his Jeep in spots where campus public safety 
wasn’t expecting to see it. “I still have the record for most 
parking tickets,” he jokes.
 Trent and Lisa Toone of Frontenac have two children, 16-year-
old Olivia and 13-year-old Eric. Toone, who played soccer and 
basketball at Maryville, has coached his children’s teams. He 
also enjoys spending time in Florida, boating and fishing.  

Standing Outside the Fire  BY BETSY TAYLOR

“ Toone describes Barney’s barbeque as Kentucky/

Carolina-style. The meat is basted with a thin spicy 

and sweet sauce while it cooks.” 

BBQ KING: Trent Toone (pictured) and his family have been operating Barney’s Bar-B-Q in Ellisville, Mo., for three generations.
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Two Maryville University alumnae will receive the coveted Cor 
Unum Award this spring from the Associated Alumni of the 
Sacred Heart (AASH). In addition, three Maryville alumnae have 
been chosen to receive the Janet Erskine Stuart Spirit Award, 
being given for the first time this year to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the death of Mother Janet Erskine Stuart.
 Rosemary O’Neil, ’46, of Chicago will be the Cor Unum recipient 
from the AASH Central Region. Jane Shannon Cannon, ’57, of St. 
Charles, Mo., will be the Southern Region Cor Unum recipient.
 The Cor Unum (Latin for “one heart”) Award recognizes 
alumni who have embraced the philosophy of the Sacred Heart 
in their everyday lives. Sacred Heart alums are renowned for 
their accomplishments, achievements and contributions.
 The three Maryville alumnae set to receive the Janet Erskine 
Stuart Spirit award are all members of the Class of 1966. They 
are Carlota Duarte, RSCJ; Jean Bartunek, RSCJ; and Jacqueline 
Howard, RSM.
 Named for Catholic educator Mother Janet Erskine Stuart, the 
Spirit Award recognizes “individuals who, through their work, 
continue to strengthen the spiritual and educational mission of 
the Society of the Sacred Heart.
 Both the Cor Unum and Stuart Spirit awards will be presented 
during the 2012 AASH National Conference, April 10-14, in 
Omaha, Neb.  

AASH Recognizes Maryville Alumnae 
with Highest Honors  BY DAVE AMBROSE 

Rosemary O’Neil, ’46
COR UNUM- 
CENTRAL REGION

Carlota Duarte, RSCJ, ’66
STUART SPIRIT AWARD

Jane Shannon Cannon, ’57
COR UNUM- 
SOUTHERN REGION

Jean Bartunek, RSCJ, ’66
STUART SPIRIT AWARD

Jacqueline Howard, RSM, ’66
STUART SPIRIT AWARD

Maryville’s Own—
Ms. Senior Missouri
MARYVILLe UNIVeRSITY 

ALUMNA VeRONICA 

Hilyard, ’91, won the Ms. 
Missouri Senior Pageant 
in a July 8 competition at 
the Florissant Civic 
Center Theater, 
particularly impressing 
those in attendance 
when she sang Puccini’s 
famous aria “O Mio 
Babbino Caro.” 
   The pageant, held 
annually, celebrates the 
accomplishments of 
women over the age of 
60. It includes four 
categories: a personal 
interview with the judges before the pageant, poise in an 
evening gown, a brief description of each contestant’s life 
philosophy and a talent. 
   Since her state win, hilyard has had a busy year, 
representing senior women around the state of Missouri. 
“I’m very grateful, but I was just so surprised,” she says of 
winning the pageant, which included 14 contestants. 
Hilyard first saw the pageant televised a few years ago, one 
night when she could not sleep. She liked how those 
involved with the event visited nursing homes and 
hospitals. She entered the pageant as a portal to allow her 
similar opportunities. “I thought about it, prayed about it, 
talked to family and friends. This is such a departure from 
anything I’ve done,” she says. In early October, Hilyard 
advanced to the national competition in Atlantic City, N.J., 
where she placed in the top ten.
 hilyard has worked as a teacher, principal and 
superintendent with time at public and parochial schools in 
Missouri, Texas, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. her 
professional accomplishments include her work as the 
gifted and talented education coordinator for the Parkway 
School District and as the assistant superintendent of the 
Ritenour School District. She retired from Ritenour in 2008, 
but still works as an educational consultant. She also serves 
as a volunteer educational surrogate for children who are 
wards of the state.
 A University City resident, hilyard is married to  
Harley Smith. She has a son, Christopher Paquet, and a 
4-year-old grandson.  
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I WeNT TO hIGh SChOOL IN ROLLA, MO 

AND GRADUATED IN 1993. I WANTeD TO 

play basketball in college, and I was 
looking at some local universities in 
the state of Missouri. I actually had a 
high school friend (John Myers, ’98) 
whose uncle was the assistant 
basketball coach at Maryville. his 
name is Gene Myers and he recruited 
me. I’d really never taken Maryville 
seriously until I came up here for a 
visit. I spent a day here and 
something just captured me. I 
watched the basketball team practice, 
met a few professors and it was a 
much better tour and experience than 
some of the other universities I visited.
 I enrolled with Maryville in the Fall 
of 1993 as a business management 
major. I got my Bachelor of Science 
degree in four years and was on the 
basketball team. We started out pretty 
rough the first two years, but during 
my junior year we began to turn it 
around. By my senior year we made 
the national tournament, which was a 
great experience for me. We were the 
first basketball team in Maryville history 
to make the national tournament.
 As for my professors, I developed 
relationships that still exist today and 
were instrumental in my growth 
process. Believe it or not, I was very 

immature when I came to Maryville. I 
was 18 years old and only interested 
in playing basketball or finding the 
next party. But as I got older, I started 
maturing and realizing what I wanted 
to do with my life. Some of my 
professors played a big part in that 
realization. Dr. Barbara Petzall is a 
great example. She helped me develop 
the confidence to speak in front of 
people and to be able to interview 
well. Both of these skills helped me as 
I looked for my first job. 
 On the social side, I made a lot of 
friends whom I still hang out with 
today. I’ll never forget my first 
weekend coming on campus for 
freshmen orientation. I literally ran 
into one of my best-friends-to-be  
(Paul Bequette, ’97) during my first 
hour on campus. I met a lot of other 
great people along the way as well. I 
remember my freshman year vividly 
and we didn’t have the campus life 
that Maryville has today. After living 
in the dorms our freshman year, our 
goal was to go off campus. Our 
sophomore year we all decided to get 
an apartment and there were six of us 
living in a three-bedroom townhome. 
We had two guys in the master 
bedroom, one each in the other two 
bedrooms and two guys in the 

basement. eventually, we even had 
one more person move in and live in 
the laundry room. We ended up living 
together for four more years and 
developed strong relationships. But it 
all started and centered around 
Maryville. We still stay in touch today. 
We were groomsmen in each other’s 
weddings. We are godfathers to each 
other’s children. We play a lot of golf 
together. They are my closest friends.
 Today, I live in Fenton, Mo. with 
my beautiful wife Stephanie (we’ve 
been married for 13 years) and my 
two children: Henry (9) and Louise 
(3). The day after I graduated from 
Maryville, I started my job with a 
distribution company named Grimco, 
Inc. (headquartered in Fenton). After 
15 years, I still love what I do. 
Maryville’s Career Education Office 
helped me find this great company in 
the spring of my senior year. Since 
then, I have come back to campus 
several times to recruit more 
Maryville business majors. We now 
have 12 Maryville graduates 
employed and many of them play 
key roles in our company. So as you 
can see, the relationships that I 
formed at Maryville continue to help 
me today.  
              — as told to Laura Josehart

Lifelong Connections 
Keith Pittillo, ’97

My Maryville



Record Attendance at  
Alumni Weekend 2012
ALUMNI WeekeND 2012 ATTRACTeD NeARLY 1,500 PeOPLe TO CAMPUS, AN exCePTIONALLY 

strong turnout that resulted in a wonderful weekend Sept. 27–30. Those attending 
celebrated with alumni who received awards, were honored with induction into the 
Athletics hall of Fame, marked a reunion milestone or brought their families back to 
campus to see where mom or dad (or both) attended college. Professors spoke at 
events throughout the weekend and visited with alumni and students, reminding 
everyone of all faculty members bring to a Maryville education (and the Maryville 
student experience). Most importantly, long-time friends had many chances to 
reconnect and reminisce at traditional events such as the Friday Night President’s 
Reception and brand new gatherings such as the Coffee house Social held on 
Saturday night in Buder Family Student Commons or the family-friendly LouieFest, 
held on Gander Quad.  

HAMMING IT UP: Eugene A. “Roscoe” Dorriere Jr., ’76, 
’88, and Lonnie Folks, ’82, ’98

FOR ART’S SAKE: Christine Warner, ’11, stands beside 
her work during the Alumni Art Show and Reception.

FAMILY FUN: Families enjoyed the first ever LouieFest 
on Saturday night.

OLD FRIENDS: Robin and Greg Dannegger, ’94, Kevin Johnson, ’09, Darrin Sorrell, ’97, and Zoe Lemcovitz, ’87, 
reminisce during the President’s Reception.

HONORED GUEST: Kelly Polkinghorne Behlmann, ’88, and family celebrate Behlmann for being honored with the 
School of Health Professions Dean’s Award.
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The kAThARYN CURTIN ReADeRS CLUB MeT AT MARYVILLe 

UNIVeRSITY ON JUNe 6 FOR A MASS, LUNCheON AND PReSeNTATION  
from Assistant Art history Professor Todd Brenningmeyer, 
PhD. The summer meeting marked 28 years for the book club, 
which is comprised of primarily Maryville alumnae and also 
includes members from other Sacred heart schools. 
 Liz Mudd, ’46, founded the Readers Club on the day of 
Mother Katharyn Curtin’s funeral. Mudd recalls that after the 

funeral, a group of Maryville alumnae gathered at Mudd’s St. 
Charles home for lunch. They quickly came to the conclusion 
that they saw each other far too infrequently and needed to 
stay connected. Mudd and her guests decided to form the 
katharyn Curtin Readers Club in memory of Mother Curtin 
and in appreciation of the superb education they received  
at Maryville.
 “As I recall, the Club was formed so that we could all stay 
in touch regularly, and get together with our classmates who 
were right here in St. Louis, but rarely saw. We all became 
good friends. We learned so much about each others lives—
and the books were interesting as well,” Mudd remembers 
with a laugh.
 There were 20 members on the original roster, and nine of 
those original members are still participants today—an 
astonishing track record for any social club. Rosemary holland 
Gidionsen, ’50, says that members enjoy a closeness from their 
shared experiences and values. “I think they enjoy—and it may 
sound corny and trite to say it—the Maryville spirit.”  

With “Casino Night” as its theme, 
Maryville University’s 12th annual 
Alumni Trivia Night set new records for 
attendance and fund raising in March. 
Organizers are still crunching the numbers, 
but its clear revenue from the annual event 
will exceed that of past years.
 The silent auction alone grossed 
approximately $10,000—a new record 
for that aspect of the event. There 
were nearly 90 items donated for 
the silent auction, including a vintage 
jersey autographed by the late Stan 
Musial, a jersey signed by Kurt Warner, 
hotel accommodations, restaurant 
gift certificates and a foursome for 
Maryville’s annual golf tournament.

 There were 378 players for the 
evening, comprising 46 tables. Two years 
ago, the event mustered enough players 
for 30 tables. Volunteers and observers 
brought this year’s total attendance to 
more than 450.
 STL Louis BR, a team led by Joel Barz, 
’08, took first place with its knowledge 
of obscure factoids. Winning, a team 
captained by Katie Luner, ’07, came 
in second; and M2K2, led by Jennifer 
McCluskey was the third-place winner.
 The idea for the annual event came 
from the Young Alumni Board more than 
a decade ago. The board wanted a fun 
event to draw classmates, friends and 
family members back to the campus.  

GROUP GATHERING: Members of the Katharyn Curtin Readers Club met at Maryville 
University in June. Top row, from left: Bebe Conrad Kennedy, Mary Janet Kinsella, 
Peggy McGinness Liggett, Ginny Schless Senkosky, Marian Menges Griesedieck 
and Rosemary Kisling Doerr; seated row, from left: Mary Bick Paynter, Joanne 
Taylor Manewal, Sr. Jane Hassett, Rosemary Holland Gidionsen, Anne Swetnam 
McCarthy and Bobbie Daley Dubuque. (Names in bold are original members)

IN PURSUIT OF TRIVIA: A team of trivia enthusiasts 
captained by Joel Barz, ’08, ponder a question during 
this year’s Alumni Trivia Night in Gander Hall. Barz’s 
team went on to win the competition. The event set 
new records for attendance and fund raising.

Ties That Bind

Q: What Set a New Record This Year at Maryville?
A: 12th Annual Alumni Trivia Night
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’60s
Kathleen Brennan Danna, 
’62, of Wildwood, Mo., has 
retired from her career as 
a school counselor. She 
worked a Domestic Violence 
hotline and is currently active 
in her parish as a lector and 
Eucharistic minister. She 
is also a GED tutor at the 
Missouri Penitentiary. 

Alma Hardy Gates, ’62, of 
Washington, D.C., spent her 
career in Arts Administration. 
Alma currently serves on the 
Commission on Arts and 
Humanities in the District of 
Columbia. She is also on the 
Zoning Revision Task Force 
rewriting zoning codes for D.C.

Ginny Treat Hufker, ‘62, of 
Collinsville, Ill., has switched 
to the field of social work after 
years of teaching. For most of 
her career, she has worked 
with abused or neglected 
children. At the same time, 
she was actively involved in 
real estate. Ginny is also 
traveling to India to visit her 
daughter, son-in-law and  
two grandsons.

Ellen Wilmering Medearis, 
’62, of St. Louis, has retired 
after a long career in the 
Neuro ICU at Barnes Hospital. 
She volunteers once a month 
in University City. Ellen and 
her husband will be 
celebrating their 50th 
anniversary in Italy this May.

Deni Lord McChesney, ‘67, of 
Quogue, NY, and her husband, 
William McChesney, head the 
European gallery management 
division of The Curator’s Eye, 
the global high-end art 
marketing organization. The 
Curator’s Eye announced the 
expansion of its overseas 
operations. Deni worked as a 
commercial artist in the home 
accessory business more than 
30 years with her firm, 
“Designs by Deni.”

Darrin Sorrell may have been the first student from Windsor High School to choose 
Maryville. When Sorrell enrolled as a political science major in 1993, no one else from his 
hometown of Imperial, Mo.—only 30 miles south of St. Louis—was attending. By his 
senior year, “there were probably half a dozen kids from my high school,” says Sorrell, 
including his sister, Korissa Sorrell Carbone, ’00.
 Sorrell isn’t taking credit for spreading the word about Maryville to his high school, 
but the anecdote fits nicely with his unwavering Maryville spirit, as both a student and 
an alumnus. Sorrell attended Maryville as a political science major when keith Lovin was 
president and “Bosco” the mascot had just been introduced. Sorrell recalls, “I remember 
when I was a student I was watching Jay Leno late one night Leno mentioned Maryville 
in his monologue. It was back when St. Louis first acquired the Rams, and they held 
practice on our campus. Leno quipped, ‘the Rams played Maryville, and Maryville won.’”
 Sorrell was an active student who joined countless clubs and organizations. he played 
intramural basketball and pickup baseball (in the former Gander quad) and attended 
soccer and baseball games with friends. he was even the winner of the annual jeopardy-
style “College Bowl” during Homecoming Week for four of the years he attended. (His 
enviable skills in trivia are still strong—Sorrell’s table won Maryville’s Alumni Trivia 
Night two years ago, breaking President Lombardi’s two-year winning streak.)
 Now an accomplished worker’s compensation lawyer with his own firm, Sorrell & 
Traube, in the Central West End, Sorrell finds connections to Maryville almost 
everywhere he goes. he recently wrote to Maryville Magazine, “when I saw the posting 
on Facebook that the alumni magazine wanted stories … I was wearing a Maryville 
sweatshirt while returning to St. Louis from a trip to upstate New York.”
 Often sporting Maryville gear, he says it’s not uncommon to learn about colleagues 
with a wife or mother who attended Maryville years ago. Recently, while standing in 
line at Disneyland wearing a Maryville shirt, he met a stranger who knew of a neighbor 
who attended Maryville. Fifteen years after graduation, Sorrell still manages to “spread 
the word” about his beloved alma mater.
            

                

DARRIN SORRELL, ’97

Unofficial Maryville 
           Alumni Ambassador
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Amy Bien, ’02, of Chesterfield, Mo., is the first to admit it took her some time in college 
to figure out exactly what she wanted to do. She was interested in both interior design 
and teaching, and wasn’t certain of her career path. She ticks off other Missouri schools 
she attended before earning her Bachelor of Fine Arts from Maryville. “Six years, five 
schools—not bad!” she jokes now.
 her time spent deciding what her future would hold ultimately provided her with 
focus, and a way to combine her interests as a senior store planner for Save-A-Lot, the 
discount grocery store chain with more than 1,300 stores nationwide. She now works 
with a team that plans how space will be used in the grocery stores, and then those plans 
are sent to an architect to create construction documents to build a new store or renovate 
an existing property. “I like the teaching aspect: helping others and guiding the team to 
meet and exceed their potential is really rewarding,” she said. 
 Sitting at a table with an umbrella outside Save-A-Lot’s corporate office in Earth City, 
Bien also talks about her involvement with the Retail Design Institute, a New York-based 
professional organization for those who work in retail planning and design. She has been 
involved with the group since 2006 and is currently serving as the international treasurer. 
She encourages Maryville students and alumni to get involved with the St. Louis chapter, 
noting that members include architects, graphic and lighting designers, store planners 
and more. her involvement in the group provides networking opportunities, and also 
events and tours which help her to learn more about the work of other planners  
and designers.
 Bien, the mother of a 12-year-old son, Max, says one of her favorite things to do is 
organize. “I love organizing, anything from electronic files on a computer to a pantry at 
home. It helps me stay focused.” 
          

Organized LivingAMY BIEN, ’02

Kathleen T. Phelan, O.P., ’67, 
of Berwyn, Ill., is now serving 
on the Leadership Council for 
the Dominican Sisters of 
Sinsinawa, Wis.

Nichola Kingan Schissel, ‘67, 
of Des Moines, Iowa, was 
named Woman of Influence  
by Des Moines Business 
Publication for 2012, is 
director, Volunteer Docents for 
the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of 
Laureates, and president, 
Board of Directors for Young 
Womens’ Resource Center.

Susanna Hanchar Giraud, 
’68, of University City, Mo., is 
currently a sales associate at 
Coldwell Banker Gundaker RE.

 ’70s
Martina M. Straub, ’73, 
of Chapel Hill, NC, is an 
Independent Human 
Resources Professional. 

’80s
Richard L. Bockenkamp, ’82, 
of Littleton, Col., is the director 
of business development, 
Western Region at Final Mile 
Logistics.

Philip D. Sydow, ‘83, of 
Ballwin, Mo., is the owner of 
Sydow Painting.

Christopher P. Ellis, ’84, of 
Ballwin, Mo., continues to add 
to his hall of fame credentials 
as the Maryville University 
women’s basketball head 
coach.

Sandra Jarrett Buxton, ’85, 
of Naples, Fla., was selected 
as one of the 2012 Women 
of Initiative honorees by 
the Women’s Philanthropic 
Network of the Community 
Foundation of Collier  
County, Fla.
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M a r y v i l l e 's  F i r s t  G i f t  A n n u i t y

The donor is richly rewarded and the charity is forever grateful.       
  MARY LOUISE WOLTERING, ’46

“ ” 

Joan Pirtle-Oakley, ’85, 
’90, ’08, of St. Louis, is the 
assistant superintendent  
of Educational Leadership in 
the Ladue School District. 

Lucy A. Erker, ‘87, of 
Chesterfield, Mo., is the 
point of sale communications 
manager at Schnuck  
Markets, Inc.

Cheryl Hale Hughey, ’89,  
of Ballwin, Mo., is a marketing 
coordinator at Continental 
Title Company, and marketing 
consultant at Cheryl  
Hughey, LLC.

Roger W. Wood, ’89, of 
Maryland Heights, Mo., is a 
Social Media Coordinator at 
USA Mortgage. 

’90s
Michael T. Stuart, ‘92, of 
Florissant, Mo., is CIO of 
Universal SmartComp.

Diane Kloeppel Ray, ‘93, of 
Manchester, Mo., has been 
promoted to vice president 
of patient services at St. 
Luke’s Hospital. For the past 
six years, she was director 
of nursing. Prior to that, she 
was head nurse in a variety 
of special areas and the 
Department of Nursing Quality 
Improvement Coordinator.

Robert P. Walsh, ’94, ’00, 
of St. Genevieve, Mo., 
completed his PhD in Higher 
Education at St. Louis 
University.

 

Timothy M. Grace, ’95, ’01, of 
O’Fallon, Mo., is the president, 
ISACA St. Louis Chapter, a 
member of the Leadership 
Development Committee 
at ISACA International, and 
senior manager, Midwest 
Region at Morgan Franklin.

Patrick T. Kalish, ’95, of 
Lake St. Louis, Mo., is senior 
oncology specialist at Onyx 
Pharmaceuticals. 

Tammy Hoorman Hewitt, 
’96, of Pocahontas, Ill., is the 
chief motivator officer at Tiller-
Hewitt Healthcare Strategies. 

Amy Hatch Angell, ’98, of St. 
Louis, is an interior designer at 
United Excel Design. 

 
 

Anne M. Jansen, ‘98, of 
Marthasville, Mo., has created 
the jewelry line called “The 
Key of A” that has been worn 
by celebrities. This line uses 
pieces from old typewriter 
keys, skeleton keys, and piano 
keys. She has featured her line 
at several art shows in the  
St. Louis area.

Evan J. Nichols, ’98, of 
Chesterfield, Mo., is the vice 
president of actuarial solutions 
at RGA Reinsurance Company.

Matthew R. Rustige, ’98, of 
St. Louis, is a principal and 
actuary at Pension Live, LLC.

Carol Imbruce Theuer, ’99, of 
Raleigh, NC, and her husband, 
Dr. Richard C. Theuer, 
celebrated their 50th wedding  
 

Maryville alumna and Cincinnati native, Mary Louise (Finn) Woltering, 
may not have realized how many lives she would touch when she 
established the first Maryville charitable gift annuity in 1998. But she 
knew it was the right thing to do for herself and for Maryville. 
 She said at the time, “Though in truth my accrued assets on paper looked 
grand, in reality my income didn’t allow much freedom spending. So now I have 
greatly increased my income and also enjoy tax benefits…the donor is richly 
rewarded and the charity is forever grateful.”
 When Mrs. Woltering passed away in May 2012, the remaining assets 
in the gift annuity were the generous legacy this devoted mother, nurse 
and businesswoman left for her alma mater. 
 You, too, can enjoy the rewards of a well-planned gift and  
the ongoing gratitude of Maryville. For more information on  
charitable gift annuities, bequest and trust gifts to Maryville,  
please contact Mark Roock, CFRe, Development Director- 
Planned Giving, at 314.529.9674 (800.629.8755, ext. 9674) or  
mroock@maryville.edu.
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anniversary last June. 
Currently, Carol is a docent at 
the North Carolina Museum of 
Art in Raleigh.

’00s
Bethany Henry Chesser, ’00, 
of St. Peters, Mo., married 
Travis Chesser on September 
1, 2012, at Secrets Maroma 
Beach in Riviera Maya, Mexico. 

Julie Karner High, ’00, of St. 
Louis, works in Health Care 
Management at the American 
Society of Health Information 
Managers, and is an HR 
professional at International 
Association of Emergency 
Managers. 

Teresa Barbaglia Pippin, 
’00, of High Ridge, Mo., 
helps to run her family 
owned business, C&B Lift 
Truck Service, with her sister 
and mother. She handles 
bookkeeping and the office 
side of the business. 

Brandon J. Raphael, ’00, of 
Upland, Ca., has been named 
CPP’s director of development 
for the Broncos’ Athletic 
Department.

Dawn Robinson Smathers, 
’00, of Joplin, Mo., graduated 
in May 2012 from the post-
professional Doctor of Physical 
Therapy Program at the 
University of Kansas.

Josh L. Bauman, ’01, of 
Festus, Mo., has joined the 
Maryville Community as 
network infrastructure and 
Security Administrator. 

Chuck J. Gulas PhD, ’01, 
of Wildwood, Mo., received 
the Lucy Blair Service Award 
for 2012. This national award 
recognizes his exceptional 
contributions to the American 
Physical Therapy Association.

Keith A. Jaros, ’01, of Fenton, 
Mo., is the general manager of 
Aydt Oil Company.

CARRIE SNYDER, ’05, MBA ’07

Alumna Carrie Snyder knows a little 
about sports fans. As director of 
marketing for University of Illinois’ 
football, men’s basketball, volleyball, 
wrestling and men’s tennis teams, she 
manages all aspects of the U of I fan 
experience—from half-time acts to fan 
appreciation days—and the experiences 
just keep becoming more intense.
 Football and basketball fans have come 
to expect the most over-the-top 
entertainment, from parachute flyers 
landing on the football field during the 
national anthem to dance troupes, jump 
rope artists and Frisbee-catching dogs on 
the court during halftime.
 Snyder is no stranger to fueling fan 
excitement. In her previous position as 
one of three assistant directors of fan 
experience and promotions for The Ohio 
State University, she led efforts to increase 
attendance at women’s basketball games. 
her hard work paid off when OSU was 
awarded the 2010 Big Ten Pack the house 
competition title. Snyder focused on 

attendance at a breast cancer awareness 
game which packed nearly 12,000 
cheering fans—double the highest 2009 
attendance at a game—into Value  
City Arena.
 Snyder oversees all pre-game 
advertising, including social media, print, 
email, billboards and social media, 
anything that will get the word out and 
bring fans to a game. Traditional 
advertising is important, but grass roots 
efforts such as themed fan appreciation 
days make the biggest impact.
 “Player interaction is huge. If fans feel 
like they connected with a player, they’re 
much more likely to be a repeat fan and 
come to another game,” she notes.
 Toward that end, Snyder works with 
local school districts to organize an eighth 
grade volleyball fan “lock in,” where 
young fans attend the game, then spend 
the night on campus and have breakfast 
with the team the following morning. 
There’s also Girl Scout Days, Boy Scout 
Days, Salute to the Troops Days and 
Salute to Agriculture Days, featuring food 
booths from local farmers, bales  
of hay and farm equipment on display 
and networking by alumni from the  
Ag School.
 When Snyder isn’t promoting games 
and exciting fans, she is likely to be 
enjoying some competition on the 
pick-up basketball court (she’s a former 
Maryville basketball star and was named 
to the Maryville Athletics hall of Fame in 
2011) or watching the Cardinals on 
television from Champaign, something 
she greatly missed when working for the 
Buckeyes. Not one to sit still for long, 
Snyder participated in her first half 
marathon last May.
 She also loves to travel, and finds 
herself criss-crossing the country for her 
annual reunion with many of her best 
friends from Maryville. Last year was 
their best trip to date, with nine alumni 
meeting up in New York for a long 
weekend filled with memories.
                                      

Sports Fan  
                  Fever
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Ryan M. Armbruster, ’02, 
of St. Genevieve, Mo., is 
an Apple certified service 
technician at Computer 
Solutions in St. Louis. 

Melinda Haley Manley, ’02, 
of Defiance, Mo., was named 
vice president of surgical 
services at SSM Health Care.

Omoladun Tiamiyu, ’02, 
of St. Louis, is the program 
manager at Olad Adult Day 
Program. 
 
Kerri L. Spindel, ’02, of St. 
Louis, is a marketing associate 
for Benjamin F. Edwards & Co. 

Brian M. Gardner, ’03, ‘07, of 
St. Louis, was named director 
of student involvement at 
Maryville University.

Sarah Scheidker Autry, ‘04, 
of St. Charles, Mo., married 
William J. Autry on October 
8, 2011. Sarah and Will 
welcomed the birth of their 
baby girl, Catelyn Marie on 
August 17, 2012. 

Emily L. Bonham, ‘04, of 
Ellisville, Mo., is an account 
manager at Energizer 
Holdings, Inc.

Kristin L. Browning, ’04, of 
House Springs, Mo., is a case 
therapist supervisor in Family 
Solutions for kids at Children’s 
Foundation of Mid America.

Ellen K. Crowell, ’05, ’06, of 
Chesterfield, Mo., is a senior 
credit analyst at Pulaski Bank.

Cyrstal Doerr, ’04, of 
Arnold, Mo., marred Patrick 
Jacobsmeyer on June 30, 2012.

Ronald J. Kappauff, Jr., ’04, 
of Lake St. Louis, Mo.,  
married Julie Schelich on  
June 15, 2012. 

Jennifer Kypta Memper, 
’04, of Troy, Ill., is the senior 
environmental scientist at  
URS Corporation. 

Jason C. Adams, ’05, ’08, 
’09, ’10, of St. Louis, has 
accepted the position of 
principal at Maplewood-
Richmond Heights Elementary 
School.

Sandra Atkins Arnold, ‘05, of 
Imperial, Mo., is an accounting 
manager (interim) at Furniture 
Brands International. 

Ashley Braun Fix, ‘05 of 
Freeburg, Ill., announces the 
birth of sons, Levi Emmett  
and Lincoln Exavier, on 
January 2, 2012. 

Jay R. Dickerscheid, ’05, of 
Bentonville, Ark., is a senior 
buyer at Walmart.

Shemya R. Vaughn, ‘05, of 
Florissant, Mo., joins Maryville 
faculty as an assistant 
professor of rehabilitation 
counseling and services. 

Katie M. Wibbenmeyer, 
’05, ‘07, of St. Louis, married 
Jonathan Schaben on  
April 14, 2012.

Gyniquea Davis-Colton, ’06, 
of St. Louis, is the Principal 
of Ritenour School for 
Early Childhood Education. 
Gyniquea has more than 
15 years of experience in 
education as an assistant  
principal, summer school 
principal and teacher in 
elementary and early 
childhood environments. 

Annelise Solberg, ’06, of  
St. Louis, is a specialist in debt 
reconciliation at MasterCard 
Worldwide. 

Kari McGowen Frizzo, ’07, 
of Highland, Ill., announces 
the birth of a daughter, Paige 
Leanne, on May 21, 2012. 
Paige joins older sister, 
Natalie Elaine.

Lindsey B. Hyatt, ’07 of Los 
Angeles, Ca., is a surgical 
nurse at Children’s Hospital of 
Los Angeles, Calif.
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Recent Maryville alum, Andy 
Gail, holds a special honor: 
he is the youngest person 
ever to join Maryville’s 
Mouton Society.
 Andy earned this 
distinction when, at age 22,  
he named Maryville as a 
charitable beneficiary of a  
life insurance policy.

 his reasoning is simple. “education is always 
important, and Maryville gave me an education and 
foundation to become successful, ” he says. “While I 
can’t write a check right now, I feel good knowing 
there will be a gift in the end.”
 Andy holds Bachelor of Science and Master of 
Business (MBA) degrees from Maryville’s John E. 
Simon School of Business, and even his career involves 
charitable giving. Through his job in the advancement 
office of his high school alma mater, MICDS (Mary 
Institute and Country Day School), he says, “I am 
learning about another facet of educational enterprise—
working to secure gifts from alumni, parents and friends.”   
 Andy jokes that his “fallback” career is to run a bar 
on an island. Meanwhile, he wants to make a difference 
through his work and enjoy life. “I also enjoy keeping in 
touch with my Maryville friends and professors,” he says.

 
The Mouton Society recognizes all individuals whose 
estate planning includes Maryville by bequest in will or 
trust, life insurance or IRA beneficiary designation, gifts 
that pay income for life (charitable gift annuity, charitable 
remainder trust), and other planned giving options.

Have you already provided for Maryville through a 
planned gift, or would you like to? Let us know!

If you have named Maryville through a planned gift and 
wish to be included as a member of the Mouton Society 
(listed or unlisted)—or if you would like information 
on making a planned gift—please contact Mark R. 
Roock, CFRE, Development Director – Planned Giving, 
314.529.9674 (800.627.5897, ext. 9674); or  
mroock@maryville.edu.

 

“ While I can’t write a check right 
now, I feel good knowing there 
will be a gift…”                                                                                                                     ANDY GAIL, ’11, ‘12
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Katherine Messmer Luner, 
’07, of St. Louis, works at 
Ranken Jordan-Pediatric 
Specialty Hospital as a medical 
social worker.

Kelly E. Seidel, ’07, ‘08, 
of Wentzville, Mo., married 
Drew A. Ravenscraft on April 
14, 2012. Kelly is a physical 
therapist at Lincoln County 
Medical Center in Troy, Mo.

Sarah M. Veasman, ’07, of 
St. Louis, married Adam R. 
Toppmeyer, ’06, of Bethalto, 
Ill., on April 12, 2012.

Courtney L. Aholt, ’08, of 
Marthasville, Mo., married Zach 
Kleberger on May 12, 2012.

Sabrina A. Lampley, ’08, 
of Flowood, Miss., received 
the Marie Upton Scholarship 
award from the Mississippi 

College School of Law during 
its annual Law Day ceremony. 

Wayne L. Laramie, ’08, of St. 
Peters, Mo., is an emergency 
service supervisor at SSM 
Health Care – St. Louis.

Katrina I. Sommer, ’08, 
of Brentwood, Mo., was 
honored as being one of St. 
Louis Business Journals’ 30 
Under 30 Class of 2012 award 
winners. Katrina was also 
recently promoted to housing 
programs manager for St. 
Louis County.

Judith A. Bone, ’09, of 
Pleasant Hope, Mo., is an 
occupational therapist with 
Ozarks Community Hospital/
Advantage Therapy.

John Travis Charleville, ’09, 
of Ankeny, Iowa, is a customer 

service/claims insurance 
representative at Aviva USA. 

Abby Butler Hall, ’09, of St. 
Peters, Mo., announces the 
birth of a son, Elijah Andrew, 
on March 29, 2012.

Joel D. Hermann, ’09, 
of Creve Coeur, Mo., is 
the assistant director of 
leadership education and 
student activities at Fontbonne 
University.

Shannon E. Peck, ‘09, of 
Ballwin, Mo., is a coding  
and compliance specialist at 
Esse Health.

Allyson N. Randolph, ’09, of 
Ballwin, Mo., married Jacob J. 
Crust, ’09, ’10, on September 
24, 2011. Maryville alumni in 
the wedding included: Clinton 
Rice, ’09, ’12, Paul Wray, 
’09, Justin Zimmerman, 
’09, Scott Murfin, ’09, ’12, 
Kelsey Kutz Rice, ’10, Maura 
McNamara Sommerich, ’10, 
and Daniel Mueller, ’09. She 
also recently became the 
program coordinator for 
student involvement at 
Maryville University.

Alana N. Weissmueller, ’09, 
‘12, of St. Louis, married Corey 
Becquette on May 12, 2012.

Mark Roman
(1960–2012)
The Maryville University community 
mourns the death of Mark Roman, 
associate professor in the John E. 
Simon School of Business who taught 
at Maryville for 13 years and was known 
for his deep commitment to educating 
accounting students.
 Roman, 51, of St. Charles died on 
Wednesday, July 11, 2012, of heart 

disease. A visitation and memorial 
service were held on Saturday, July 14 at 
the Baue Funeral Home. A visitation and 
memorial service were held on July 14 at 
the Baue Funeral Home and a campus 
memorial service was held in October.
 School of Business Dean Pam 
Horwitz said of Roman, “He was 
outstanding. The students loved him. 
He was a classic accountant in how he 
processed, and he moved through things 
in a very organized manner. He was 
very interested in teaching and student 
outcomes and got involved with the Dr. 
Mary Ellen Finch Center for Teaching and 
Learning very early on.” 
 Roman, who was born in Iowa, 
started at Maryville in 1999 as an 
assistant professor and became an 
associate professor in 2002. Before 
working at Maryville, he was an  
associate professor in the department 
of business and administration at 
Fontbonne College for seven years, 
and prior to that he worked as an 
instructor at Blackburn College in 
Illinois, at Indiana/Purdue University and 

at Manchester College in Indiana.
 Roman earned two master’s 
degrees, one in taxation from 
Fontbonne College and one in 
accounting from Truman State 
University. He earned his bachelor of 
science in business administration from 
Truman in 1984 and passed his CPA 
exam in 1988. 
 Roman, the son of Anthony George 
Roman and the late Beverly Roman, 
is survived by his wife Sandra Sue 
Roman, his brother and sister-in-law 
Tim and Jessica Roman and his half-
sister Patti Eckman. 
 Sandy Roman and members of 
the Maryville community are working 
to establish an endowed scholarship 
in Mark Roman’s memory. Those 
interested in funding the scholarship 
should make a gift to Maryville 
University and indicate “Mark Roman 
Scholarship Fund.” Development 
Director Megan (Over) Holmes can 
provide more information or answer 
questions at 314.529.6852.

Baby Hall
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’10s
Megan A. Anderson, ’10, of 
St. Louis, is a web designer at 
Brown Shoe Company.

Amber M. Hacker, ’10, 
of Maryland Heights, Mo., 
married Cory Buerck on May 
26, 2012. Maryville alumni 
in the wedding included: 
Courtney Bergheger, ’10, 
Kim Douglas, ’09, JoHannah 
Myers Gordon, ’11, and 
Clinton Rice, ’09, ’12.

Scott E. Johnson, ’10, of 
Los Angeles, Ca., is a sales 
coordinator at NCC Media.

Lauren M. Lay, ’10, of St. Louis, 
is a patient care coordinator at 
Clayton Sleep Institute. 

Theresa R. Nadler, ’10, of 
Fenton, Mo., is a branch 
operations specialist at 
Morgan Keegan & Co.

Jake W. Smith, ’10, of Ballwin, 
Mo., is an owner, personal 
trainer and certified strength 
and conditioning specialist 
at All Star Performance and 
Rehab LLC. Jake is also a 
personal trainer at Dynamic 
Fitness Management and a 
rehab technician at St. Luke’s 
Hospital.

Karissa B. Etzkorn, ’11, of St. 
Louis, married Justin Bobbitt 
on June 23, 2012. 

JoHannah C. Myers, ‘11, 
of Jackson, Mo., married 
Matthew Gordon on January 
28, 2012. Maryville alumni 
in wedding included Amber 
Buerck, ‘10, Courtney 
Bergheger, ‘10, and Kim 
Douglas, ’09. 

Whitney O. Toedtmann, 
’11, of Hermann, Mo., is a 
healthcare services recruiter  
at Aerotek.

Michael A. Bischoff, ’12, of 
Fenton, Mo., is an interactive 
designer at Infuz.

Theresa M. Canning, ’12, of 
Ballwin, Mo., is a freelance 
designer at Theresa Canning 
Designs.
 
Lauren K. Gebhardt, ’12, of 
Hazelwood, Mo., is teaching 
second grade at Garrett 
Elementary School in the 
Hazelwood School District. 

Matthew Gradle, ’12, of St. 
Louis, is an inside/outside 
sales consultant at Genesis 
International. 

Katie Warren Hinton, ‘12, 
of Valley Park, Mo., is an 
occupational therapist at St. 
Luke’s East in Lee’s Summit, Mo.

Andrew Mariani, ’12, of St. 
Louis, is an account executive 

at Lab Support, a division of 
On Assignment.

Jennifer A. Ream, ’12, of 
St. Louis, married Wilson 
Waggoner on August 11, 2012.

Laura Rusbarsky, ’12, of 
Manchester, Mo., accepted 
the position of marketing 
assistant at Indoff, Inc.

Victoria N. Tyner, ’12, of 
Imperial, Mo., is a ticket sales 
representative for the St. Louis 
Rams.

Sean M. Wollenberg, ’12, 
of Lake in the Hills, Ill., 
is a marketing and public 
relations intern for wrestling at 
Maryville University Athletics, 
a corporate sponsorship 
intern in the Missouri Valley 
Conference, and an office of 
administration study assistant 
with Maryville University. 

In Memoriam
1930s
Jane Riley Pendry, ’30 
Florence Von Brecht Heuchan, ‘32
Juanita Stewart Beall, ‘37
Kathleen Crowley Roth, ‘37

1940s
Angela McFadden Sanders, ‘40
Sr. Anita Villere, ‘41
Patricia Blanton Kavanaugh, ‘43
Margaret Burns Monk, ‘44
elaine kernaghan Coburn, ‘45
Shirley Pollnow Murphy, ‘46
Kottee Martin Power, ’46 
Mary Louise Finn Woltering, ‘46
Doris Boos Baumgarten, ‘48
Jean Cronk Andrews, ‘49
helen Gertrude hutton, ‘49
Carolyn Ganss kost, ‘49
elizabeth Benz Schierman, ‘49
Barbara Schneider Venker, ‘49

1950s
Mary Janette Buescher herbers, ‘50

Julia hoy Versnel, ‘50
Joan Warner Woerner, ‘50
Claire Lothman Shields, ‘51
Barbara Coppedge Auffenberg, ‘52
Joan Sullivan Mooney, ‘53
Jacque Kuhlman Pentino, ‘54
Rosemary Fischer Schneider, ‘54
Mary kay keating Moser, ‘55
katherine McCarthy Miller, ‘56
Dolores Clever Rose, ‘57
E. Carroll Tuthill Steiner, ‘57
Jacqueline Hirst Cannon, ‘58
Ilse M. Wagner, ‘58

1960s
Jacqueline McCoy Kaiser, ’64 
Helen Drew Crane, ’68
Judith Zieren Shaver, ’68

1970s
Mary H. McDowell, ‘70
Mary Anne Lodes Stewart, ‘72
Maryellen Faga Kieffer, ‘75
Shirley Fuller Mergenovich, ‘75

William D. Garesche, ‘77
Elaine M. LaMay, ‘78

1980s
George h. kinman, ‘82
Glenna Finnell Purcell, ‘85
Virginia Goran Luetje, ‘88

1990s
Janet Lambkin Williams, ‘90
Mary Ann kurczynski Scher, ‘91
John P. Dennis, Sr., ‘92
Carol Dockery Blankenship, ‘96
Cynthia Blumm Lipscomb, ‘96
Dana Delugach Rowlands, ‘96
John L. Henke, ‘97

2000s
Melanie Fletcher Schaufert, ‘02
Mary Sinner Blum, ‘05
ed L. Shofner, ‘11
Abbey Quitmeyer, ’09, ‘12



THE PLAY, “A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM,” WAS PERFORMED IN 

Spring 1987. Back row, left to right: John P. Clymer, ’87, Pam A. Glaser, ’88, ’92, Eric J. 
Whitman, ’88, Cheryl Hale Hughey, ’89, Beth Will Ferrell, ’90, Norm Woldow (former 
professor) and Steve Allen, ’75 (former staff); reclining: Lonnie Folks, ’82, ’98; front row:  
Al C. Benus, ’90, Beth Smith, ’88, and Cherie Haverstick Arnold, ’87. 

“In Retrospect” shares archived, found, recently discovered or otherwise unearthed photos. 
If you can provide any additional details about the photos in this or any previous issue, 
please share your information with Maryville Magazine at magazine@maryville.edu.

[InRetrospect]
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MORNING RUN: Maryville University cross country 
runner Taylor Dickerson warms up with her team 
mates before an early morning workout this past fall. 
The Maryville freshman is from Jackson, Mo., where 
she was an All-State Cross Country runner and school 
record holder. Dickerson was a consistent top-five 
runner this year and she finished the season as the 
sixth fastest runner in Maryville history for both the 
5k and 6k distances. She has since broken the school 
record in the indoor 800-meter run. The year was the 
team’s most successful since joining Division II. The 
team finished fourth in the conference meet.
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NEW FINANCIAL SERVICES MAJOR: Beginning fall semester 2013, Maryville University will offer a new 
financial services major for undergraduates. The degree, designed to meet growing needs of firms 
like Edward Jones and Scottrade, will be offered in traditional and weekend and evening formats 
through the John E. Simon School of Business. For more information visit Maryville.edu.

Save the Date
2 0 1 3  A l u m n i  W e e k e n d  —  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 - 2 9

President’s Reception  •  Walker Hall Groundbreaking  •  Young Alumni Bash  • 
Second Annual “LouieFest”  •  Class Reunion Dinners  •  and more!

fOR MORE INfORMAtION: OffICE Of ALuMNI RELAtIONS, 314-529-6867 OR ALuMNI@MARYVILLE.EDu 




